
Communicator
  An independent student publication                                    Single Copy Free   An independent student publication                                    Single Copy Free   An independent student publication                                    Single Copy Free   An independent student publication                                    Single Copy Free   An independent student publication                                    Single Copy Free                                                                                  September 2005                                                                                 September 2005                                                                                 September 2005                                                                                 September 2005                                                                                 September 2005

Online edition: www.freecraven.com

The Campus

Student
musicians light
up the night

Page 5

Congressman
Jones optimistic
for Cherry Point
Page 3

BRAC UpdAteBRAC UpdAteBRAC UpdAteBRAC UpdAteBRAC UpdAte

Ophelia careens over N.C. coast

Fifteen-year-old Dianna Carter embraces waves from the Neuse River at Council
Bluffs Park as early rain bands from Ophelia sweep across New Bern.

Strong winds from Hurricane Ophelia caused riverfront
flooding along East Front Street in downtown New Bern.

Lumbering across the
North Carolina coast
line, lethargic Hurri-

cane Ophelia dumped sev-
eral inches of rain on New
Bern and Craven County
Sept. 14 and 15, flooding the
Neuse and Trent rivers and
area tributaries.

Wind damage was con-
fined to a few downed tree
limbs and sporadic power
outages as Ophelia, a Cat-
egory 1 storm on the Saffir-
Simpson hurricane scale,
traced the Outer Banks and
shuffled off to sea after drift-
ing toward the Carolinas at
sluggish speeds between 3
and 7 mph.

The storm, whose maxi-
mum sustained winds
reached 95 mph, prompted
early dismissal at CCC Sept.
13 and the cancellation of
classes the following two
days. Larry Henderson, di-
rector of facilities and secu-
rity, said the college sus-
tained little damage at its
New Bern and Havelock
campuses.

“There was no damage,
there was just a few limbs
and branches [down],”
Henderson said. “It was
nothing major. We’re really
fortunate.”

Craven County fared
well as Carteret and Onslow
counties took the brunt of
the storm. Boarded-up store-
fronts dotted the coastal cit-
ies of Atlantic Beach and
Beaufort as Ophelia sent
hurricane-strength winds
and storm surge greater than
four feet to the area.

CCC President Scott
Ralls was attending a confer-
ence in Raleigh Sept. 16 and
could not be reached for
comment before the Campus
Communicator went to
press. College officials said
cancelled class days will
have to be made up later in
the semester.

“We are required to
make up any class meetings
and times that we have
missed,” said John Fonville,
vice president of student af-
fairs. “Isabel and Floyd,
those hurricanes put you at
a higher awareness. We try
to prepare for it as best as

Editor�s note
Hurricane Ophelia�s effects
on eastern North Carolina
delayed publication of the

Campus Communicator.

By Corey Friedman
Executive Editor

Continued on Page 4
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Gas shortage rumors, price hike blamed on Katrina
By Eric Voliva
Production Manager

William R. Toler/Campus Communicator

Gas on Aug. 19 was $2.59 per gallon for regular
unleaded. Following Hurricane Katrina, prices
climbed to nearly $4 per gallon before dropping
back down to under $3.

Gas prices soared to an all-time high
as Hurricane Katrina left a wake of de-
stroyed oil rigs in the Gulf and held up
pipelines flowing out of the South to all
parts of the nation.

Gas at some local gas stations report-
edly peaked at $4.19 a gallon — $2 more
than it was no later than three months
ago.

Lines of cars waiting to top off with
Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4

Student disputes drug search
By Corey Friedman
Executive Editor

A student who consented
to a vehicle search by CCC’s
campus resource officer Aug.
30 said campus security led
him to his car under false pre-
tenses.

A security officer ap-
proached Robert A. Morris
during his introduction to eth-

ics class, explaining that his
gray Honda Civic coupe had
been scratched by another ve-
hicle in the parking lot, Mor-
ris said.

Upon arriving in the park-
ing lot, Morris said the officer
confessed that his “real rea-
son” for approaching the stu-
dent was to search his car for
marijuana.

“He was pointing to this
little scratch that was already
there, and I said, ‘No, I don’t
think so,’” Morris said. “I
think it was stupid that they
pulled me out of class for a
little scratch. Then he told me
the real reason.”

The pair met campus re-
source officer Cpl. Paul
Branaman, a Craven County

sheriff’s deputy, beside Mor-
ris’ car. Branaman requested
and received permission to
search the vehicle, which had
about 40 empty Middleton’s
Black & Mild cigar boxes, ac-
cording to the campus security
log.

No drugs or drug parapher-

Mathematics instructor,
Dr. Harry Lassiter is one of 10
individuals in the running for
the North Carolina Commu-
nity College System/R J
Reynolds 2005 Excellence in
Teaching Award.

“I’ll tell you, I am so
pleased and honored to be in
the top 10,” said Lassiter, who
will wrap up a 37-year teach-
ing career this year. “I’m very
appreciative of the recogni-
tion.”

Lassiter attained his
bachelor’s, master’s and Ph.D,
all in mathematics, from North
Carolina State University,
Northern Arizona University
and the University of North-
ern Colorado, respectively. His
first teaching jobs were as a
teaching assistant while work-
ing on his master’s and doc-
torate. He then landed a two-
year job as a math instructor
at Hawaii School for Girls.

Lassiter’s 32-year career at
CCC has not been a dull one.
He is currently the chairman
for the mathematics and sci-
ence department and has
chaired the Commission on the
Future response team (1989-
91) and served two terms as

chair of the CCC Faculty As-
sociation. He also developed
the college’s original place-
ment tests and created all study
guides for each math course.
Lassiter is also responsible for
starting CCC’s basketball pro-
gram, and has participated in
multiple student-faculty sports
contests, including golf and
tennis.

In the early ‘90s, Lassiter
and former student Phil
Faircloth created computer
software to supplement tradi-
tional classroom instruction.
Lassiter tweaked the programs
by testing them on his classes.
He then made copies for other
college instructors for free. He
went on to produce nine other
tutorial programs for math that
were ranked No. 1 in the na-
tion.

Lassiter was named CCC’s
teacher of the year at the 2005
graduation. “It’s a great way
finish up a 32 year career,” he
said. He interviews for the
Excellence in Teaching finals
on Sept. 22.

Two other CCC instructors
have made it into the NCCCS/
RJR Excellence in Teaching
finals. Philip Evancho won in
1990 and Diane Tyndall
placed fourth in 2002.

Lassiter is a finalist for
NCCCS teacher award
By William R. Toler
Managing Editor

$24,000 budget OK�d
for Student Life Dept.

By Corey Friedman
Executive Editor

Abfalter voted vice president of
Student Council during meeting

Corey Friedman/Campus Communicator
A campus security car sits in the parking lot by
the Brock Administration building.

A warm week of
welcome offered fun

and food for students
in the fall
Page 3

fuel grew, as some stretched onto high-
ways creating traffic jams and in one in-
stance, causing a wreck in Pamlico
County.

Rumors spread like wildfire that sev-
eral gas stations would be closed over
the holiday weekend due to gas rations,
but were shortly proven wrong, as some
stations ran out of gas but were quickly
refueled and back up and running within
the hour.

“My dad called from his office and
told me there was a strong rumor going

around that the gas pumps were going to
close for the weekend,” said CCC stu-
dent Jamie Scharbrough. “I thought there
was some basis of truth to it, because the
entire city was acting crazy. There were
long lines everywhere and prices ranged
from 3.19 to 3.50 a gallon. I had to wait
45 minutes just to get gas, and every-
where there were signs that gas had to
be prepaid for. Some places only took
cash; others would only allow credit
cards, and you couldn’t go into the sta-

National Guard soldier who
was expected to serve during
the 2005-06 term but was re-
cently deployed. Laurissa
Abfalter was elected vice
president over opponent
Michael Krauss.

“I hope to accomplish
what the students need,” she
said. “I am open to sugges-
tions. Every passionate thing
that students want, I want. I
was voted by the students for
the students.”

In other business, the Stu-
dent Council:

! Approved a request to
bankroll the executive
committee’s participation in
the North Carolina Compre-
hensive Community College
Student Government Associa-
tion fall conference;

! Approved start-up fund
requests for the Accounting
Club and Phi Theta Kappa;
and

! Approved a motion to
allocate the 2005-06 Craven
Cup winners’ charity funds to
a charity that will benefit vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina.

CCC’s Student Life De-
partment received a budget of
more than $24,000 on a unani-
mous vote from representa-
tives Sept. 16 at the first Stu-
dent Council meeting of the
fall semester.

Fifty-five percent of the
$24,801 budget is earmarked
for events and activities, ac-
cording to the department’s
budget proposal, with 20 per-
cent allotted for Panther Ath-
letics and 15 percent to fund
Panther Power intramurals.

The 2004-05 Student
Council approved a tentative
budget of about $23,000 dur-
ing the last meeting of the
spring 2005 semester. Before
the Student Life request was
approved, Student Council
had a total budget of $55,255,
according to the treasurer’s
report.

The council’s executive
committee replaced vice presi-
dent-elect Kyle Reddin, a
former student and U.S. Army
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   �The editorial page of a newspaper, which is kept open for contrary points of view...is a daily school room made available to its subscribers.� -- R.C. Hoiles
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About 500 copies of the Campus Communicator
were lifted from campus newsracks early
August in an apparent attempt to suppress
circulation and prevent students and staff from
reading the August edition.

Why the kids aren�t alright
Home-schooling deprives children of social skills
By Chip Foss
Staff Writer

EDITORIALSEDITORIALSEDITORIALSEDITORIALSEDITORIALS

It’s one thing to pay lip service to students’
constitutional rights. It’s quite another to
uphold those rights and defend their free

exercise from the corrosive force of political
correctness, which Craven Community Col-
lege has thus far been reticent to do.

CCC joins public schools, colleges and
universities across the nation in observing
Constitution Day on Sept. 17. Since the holi-
day falls on a Saturday, schools will mark the
occasion on Friday, Sept. 16. Under a new U.S.
Department of Education mandate, all schools
receiving federal funds must observe Consti-
tution Day by providing constitutional litera-
ture to students and staff.

While we disapprove of Washington bu-
reaucrats setting college curriculum — a task
better left to educators — we see Constitu-
tion Day as a golden opportunity for Craven
to pledge its allegiance to the law of the land.

CCC’s sexual harassment policy is an un-
constitutional speech code that prohibits,
among other protected speech, telling dirty
jokes, making sexual comments and flirting
of a sexual nature.

As the Foundation for Individual Rights
in Education sagely points out, mislabeling of-
fensive but legal speech as “harassment” dan-
gerously trivializes true harassment, which the
college should rightly punish to the fullest
extent of the law.

It’s frightening that our administrators
don’t appear capable of distinguishing sexual
harassment from salty language — which the
constitution shields in its First Amendment

guarantees of free speech and expression.
College officials should abolish CCC’s

speech code immediately. A failure to do so
would make their constitutional genuflecting
on Sept. 16 seem phony.

Craven also dragged its feet where pro-
viding access to public records is concerned.
A campus security officer approached student
Robert A. Morris during class Aug. 30 because
his car had been scratched in the parking lot,
Morris said.

When the officer and student arrived at the
vehicle, Morris claims, the security officer
confessed that the scratch was a ruse: empty
cigar boxes led officers to suspect the vehicle’s
owner was in possession of marijuana.

Morris authorized a Craven County
sheriff’s deputy to search the vehicle. No ille-
gal substances were found.

When Morris arrived at the security of-
fice to check the description of the search in
the daily campus security log, he claims he
was turned away. He returned with his par-
ents only to be told the record was “property
of the school,” he said.

The college later provided Morris with a
copy of the security log entry. But we have no
difficulty believing that a security officer did
question Morris’ right to view the record and
further claim it was the school’s exclusive
property.

 Security officers are bound by the same
laws they are hired to enforce. The campus
security log should be open to public inspec-
tion, as the law requires.

Golden opportunity
Holiday will allow CCC to achieve full compliance

Sandra Day O’Connor’s resignation and
William Rehnquist’s death have resulted
in tandem Supreme Court vacancies,

triggering partisan braying over the imperiled
future of our nation’s highest judicial author-
ity.

Conservative pundits would have you be-
lieve that any justice who doesn’t take his or
her marching orders from the Ten Command-
ments would turn the United States into a
moral wasteland a la Sodom and Gommorrah,
while the folks on the left fear that any jurist
whose interpretation of constitutional law
doesn’t parrot the Supreme Court’s majority
opinion in Roe v. Wade will usher in a theo-
cratic dystopia of back-alley abortions.

As is usually the case, the truth rests some-
where in the middle.

Supreme Court nominee John Roberts
leans a bit too rightward for our comfort, but
he consistently impresses politicos of all
stripes with his well-crafted opinions and bril-
liant legal mind. Given Roberts’ wobbly stance
on abortion rights, his confirmation would be
no victory for the pro-choice lobby, but it prob-
ably would not be a death knell.

We hope President Bush resists pressure
from his fundamentalist base to nominate a
conservative ideologue for his next Supreme

Court appointment. Prospective judges should
be neither archconservatives nor extreme lib-
erals, but moderate and dispassionate media-
tors who can interpret and apply the U.S. Con-
stitution fairly.

! Whatever the Supreme Court’s com-
position, the next case on its docket should be
Hosty v. Carter. The plaintiffs, representing a
student newspaper from Governors State Uni-
versity, have appealed to the high court in
hopes that a jarring ruling in favor of admin-
istrative censorship will be overturned.

In Hosty, the Seventh Circuit Court of
Appeals eroded decades of First Amendment
legal precedent and downgraded the expres-
sive rights of adult students at public, state-
funded colleges and universities to those of
high schoolers. The shoddy and wrongheaded
Hosty ruling may threaten the editorial free-
dom of student media nationwide if it is not
overturned.

Higher education existed during the Con-
stitutional Convention in 1787, and it is no
accident that the document’s authors did not
draw a distinction between adult citizens and
adult college students where civil rights are
concerned. Our nation’s legal foundation pro-
vides no latitude for censors to carry out their
loathsome work. Nor should it.

High court, high stakes
Next Supreme Court nominee should be fair-minded

This past summer, I had the
opportunity to travel to Europe
while chaperoning a group of
high school students. While
many of the kids attended tra-
ditional public high schools, a
few of the kids were, in fact,
home schooled.

It was these home
schooled kids who really got
me wondering what these kids
were missing out during their
teenage years. After a few days
— actually, more like hours —
of observing the kids’ interac-
tions and behaviors, it became
quite clear to me. These home
schooled kids were missing
out on one
of the
most im-
portant hu-
man be-
havior —
s o c i a l
skills!

Now, I
do not
wish to de-
ride home
schooling,
as I am
sure that it
has many
benefits. However, my main
concern is that these kids are
losing out on gaining the abil-
ity to interact with people on a
day to day basis. These kids
did not behave like normal
teenagers do, such as trying to

stay up all night or attempting
to sneak an “illegal” past the
Craven County Board of Edu-
cation — beer or a pack of for-
eign cigarettes — instead, they
tended to be a bit more on the
too reserved-borderline serial
killer side.

I am not saying that by not
trying to break the rules they
were doing anything that
should warrant alarm, it was
more that they didn’t even
bother to get to know their fel-
low travelers.

There were many times
when I would approach one of
them and they would come up
with some sort of excuse as to
why they did not wish to go
with a fellow traveler. Some-

times it was borderline ridicu-
lous.

This issue is important to
me, and, I feel, to my fellow
students at CCC because,
while this is definitely not the
most traditional place to attend

college, there is a population
of the student body that is or
has been home schooled. I
suppose it makes me wonder
how much they have managed
to integrate themselves within
our student body. How much
do they participate in the vari-
ous clubs and activities that are
available on our campuses?

For those who do, how
many of them are there who
don’t, and do they not partici-
pate out of fear of socializa-
tion? Perhaps I am coming to
a conclusion that is premature,
or even a bit biased due to this
experience, yet still judging
from this one and a previous
one with some home schooled
children, I still am coming to

the same con-
clusion.

It just
seems to me
that these kids
are losing out
on basic inter-
action that is
quite vital to
human exist-
ence.

I am quite
certain that this
one reason
alone may not
outweigh the

benefits of home schooling; I
am sure that there are many
benefits to such a style of edu-
cation, only I suppose that I
may have yet not been able to
see some of them.

I’ve decided to do a series
of articles outlining some of
the ballsy decisions made by
our government.

 My first installment will
be regarding the HIV/AIDS
problem in our country. HIV/
AIDS is an epidemic —
there’s no denying that — in
our country as well as other
parts of the world. So why
isn’t anybody stopping it?

Every day, you can catch
at least one commercial on a
major network either warning
against exposure or encourag-
ing people to be tested. The
only thing I don’t understand
is why the federal government
hasn’t stepped in and tried to
protect the public.

The disease has left thou-
sands orphaned and millions
with a death sentence, yet the
government does nothing
about the disease spreading
except maybe handing out a
few informative pamphlets.
Maybe the government is un-
der the impression that the dis-

ease will go away on its own
and eventually will just fade
out.

 Well, while there are
many breakthroughs in mod-
ern medicine that will extend
the lives of HIV/AIDS suffer-
ers, there is no cure. So, this
epidemic will not only stay in
existence, it will grow by leaps
and bounds. It will continue to
spread across our country and
our world.

Now, I’m a huge privacy
advocate — one of the most
private people you’ll probably
ever meet, if you ever get the
opportunity. I’d actually prob-
ably be considered private to
almost a paranoid degree, but
desperate times call for des-
perate measures, and the com-
mon welfare of the entire
country seems to be at stake.
So I’ve come to a very contro-
versial opinion on the matter.

I believe that the crisis
would be all but wiped out in
the next 20 years if there was
a mandatory test for people
over the age of 18, once every
year, and if the identities of

HIV/AIDS carriers were pub-
lic knowledge. How a plan
would be implemented to
make it public knowledge is
where it would get a bit tricky.

The idea of a large data-
base comes to mind. However,
if you were partaking in a one-
night stand, I doubt you’d say,
“Hey, wait a minute and let me
check the HIV/AIDS data-
base. Can I see a picture ID?”
So then the idea of some rec-
ognizable mark on the indi-
vidual comes to mind, how-
ever, even that would enrage
me.

HIV/AIDS seems to be the
new plague, and back in the
day, those afflicted were
rounded up and put in quaran-
tine.

But as we do live in such a
modern world, that just
doesn’t seem to be an option.
So I suppose my idea to strip
individuals’ rights to privacy
for the common good is
stopped dead in its tracks.

Some people have accused
me of being a Communist, and
my idea of labeling people

HIV/AIDS reaching pandemic proportions
By Niki Layne
Staff Writer who had the disease with a rec-

ognizable mark may hold a bit
too close to Nazism, but in this
case I stand by my opinion,
because it seems to be just
common sense.

People are dying, not from
terrorist attacks or chemical
warfare (all of which the gov-
ernment has multiple plans for
stopping).

If this death toll wasn’t
caused by a virus, but rather
by an outside attack, you can
be guaranteed the government
would strip our rights and
would put a stop to it.

Just think of the Patriot
Act.

But now, I’d like to ask for
a little feedback from you, the
public (at least the public that
attends Craven Community
College). I’ve never brought
this subject up before and I’d
like to get back a few opinions.

So if you do have one, I’m
considering writing a follow-
up article on this issue, and I’d
appreciate your responses, so
e-mail me at
niki.layne@freecraven.com.

�...these kids are
losing out on basic
interaction that is
quite vital to human
existence.�

  The Campus

Cartoon by
John Bilodeau
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Film enthusiasts will get
a chance to listen to a leg-
end this month as Public
Radio East presents Frank
Capra Jr., president of EUE/
Screen Gems Studios in
Wilmington, as the guest
speaker for CCC’s Explora-
tion Lecture Series.

Capra, son of legendary
director Frank Capra (“It’s a
Wonderful Life,” “Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington”)
is a film legend in his own
right. He began his film ca-
reer after college by making
documentaries for Hugh’s
Tool Company that focused
on the manufacturing of tor-
pedoes and helicopters for
the military. Capra joined the
Army and taught combat
motion picture photography

in New Jersey for three years
and continued while serving in
Vietnam.

Capra also worked on sev-
eral television shows in the
late ‘50s and early ‘60s in-
cluding “Dennis the Menace,”
“Gunsmoke,” and “The Rifle-
man.”

During the ‘70s, Capra
served as associate producer
for three “Planet of the Apes”
films and a musical adaptation
of Mark Twain’s “Tom Saw-
yer.” In the ‘80s Capra was a
producer for the Chuck Norris
film “An Eye for an Eye” and
executive producer for the
Morgan Fairchild movie “The
Seduction.”

It was after 1983, when he
was sent to Wilmington by
Dino De Laurentiis to find a
location for the Stephen King
classic “Firestarter,” that he
and the celebrated producer
decided to call North Carolina

home as they continued to
build the film industry in the
state.

Capra was appointed
president of EUE/Screen
Gems Studios, the largest film
studio east of Hollywood in
1996. He is a member several
professional organizations in-
cluding the Academy of Mo-
tion Picture Arts and Sciences
and the North Carolina
Governor’s Film Council. He
was awarded an He was pre-
sented an honorary Doctorate
of Fine Arts from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at
Wilmington where he now
teaches in the film studies pro-
gram.

The lecture will begin at
7:30 pm in Orringer Audito-
rium on Thursday, Sept. 22
with free admission. For more
information contact Public
Radio East, (800) 222-9832.

By William R. Toler
Managing Editor

�Filmmaking on the Cape Fear Coast� topic of
Public Radio East/CCC Explorations lecture

Mr. Capra comes to Craven

Havelock hangs in BRAC balance

William R. Toler/Campus Communicator

Congressman Walter B. Jones Jr. speaks with Col. J. Mark Reed (center) and Col. David A. Smith
in the hangar of the Institute of Aeronautical Technology.  A reception was held for Reed, NAVAIR
Depot Commanding Officer, and Smith, Executive Officer, by CCC and Allies for Cherry Point’s
Tommorrow .

By William R. Toler
Managing Editor

HAVELOCK — “The future of
the depot, Havelock and Cherry Point
couldn’t be any stronger.”

Positive words from eastern
North Carolina congressman Walter
B. Jones Jr. (R) while attending a
reception for NAVAIR commanding
and executive officers at CCC’s
Institute of Aviation Technology Aug.
11.

In late June, a cavalcade of
representatives from Craven County
— including CCC and Allies for
Cherry Point’s Tomorrow — traveled
to Charlotte to plead Base
Realignment and Closure
commissioners to reconsider early
recommendations to pull 600 jobs
from NAVAIR, the naval air depot
aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Cherry Point. Most bases and military
communities were allotted a half hour
of North Carolina’s time.

“At this point, it’s hard to
determine what impact BRAC is
going to have,” said Hugh Overholt
from Ward & Smith P.A., one of the
members of the management team
representing ACT. “It will probably
be two to three years before we can
get the actual data.” Overholt added
that the job loss will be less than the
suggested 600 and that most of those
would be from natural attrition and
retirement.

Another member of the team,
Marc Finlayson of Finlayson

Consulting, iterated, “If anything, we
stand to grow,” referring to a
prospective Oceana (Va.) Naval Air
Station closure, a vote which has
been postponed until March 31,
2006.

Finlayson then went onto explain
the BRAC procedure.

Final BRAC recommendations
were given to President Bush on Sept.
8. The commander-in-chief will either
endorse or send back the

recommendations. Once endorsed,
Congress has 45 days in which to vote
for or against the suggestions. If
Congress fails to act, the
recommendations automatically go
into effect.

Base Realignment,
Closure Comm.
makes final choices

Photos by Brandy Masters-Pierce

Q&A
P H O T O   P O L L

What do you think
about the changes
to the bookstore
compared to past

semesters?
Trung Le
Business Administration

Eamon Doherty
Special Student

Dawn Galloway
Cosmetology

John Bilodeau
Mechanics

They had more used books available
this semester than previous
semesters. It helped me save money.

I did not notice any difference
between this year and last. It’s still a
racket.

We don’t have the selection we used
to and the cost went up. I don’t think
it’s fair.

I do not like the changes made to the
bookstore overall.

Joe Collins and Allen Campbell test out the new
rocking chairs out in front of the Student Center
with Pandora Parker (not pictured) on Aug. 15.

William R. Toler/Campus Communicator

CCC’s Board of Trustees
will have its annual planning
retreat on Wednesday, Sept.
21, at the Sheraton Imperial
Hotel and Convention Cen-
ter in Durham.

The session is scheduled
to start at 10 a.m. and last
until 3 p.m. No official action
or votes will be taken at this
meeting.

College trustees will re-
main at the hotel on Sept. 22-
23 for the N.C. Association
of Community College Trust-
ees 2005 Leadership Semi-
nar.

The Sheraton Imperial is
located at 4700 Emperor
Blvd. In Durham, which is
off Interstate 40 at the Page
Road exit.

For more information,
contact Sandy Wall at (252)
638-7210.

CCC trustees
plan retreat

The Craven Community
College Foundation is one of
the charitable organizations
in the county that will ben-
efit from the 5k/10k Neuse
River Bridge Run on Oct. 1.

Proceeds from the com-
munity-wide fund-raiser,
which replaces the Think
Pink Bridge Run, will sup-
port programs for the over-
all health of the community.

Fifteen hundred partici-
pants are expected this year,
including Rosemary Garcia
(Basic Skills) and students
from the Basic Law Enforce-
ment Training program run-
ning and instructor Bambi
Edwards, among others,
walking. Runners and walk-
ers will begin at Blueberry
Lane in Bridgeton and
traverse the Neuse River
Bridge ending at Union
Point Park.

A health and fitness expo
will precede the event on
Sept. 31 at the New Bern
Riverfront Convention cen-
ter.

For more information
about the event, visit
www.neuseriverbridgerun.org.

Foundation,
charities to
benefit from
Bridge Run

 Welcome Week kicks off fall semester

William R. Toler/Campus Communicator

Tavia Long and Chris Whitford sing the Frank Sinatra
classic ‘Something Stupid’ a la karaoke during CCC’s
Welcome Week.

The first day of Welcome
Week at CCC began like any
other, with students swarm-
ing through the commons
area and into the New Bern
campus’ Student Center Aug.
29.

Free cake and refresh-
ments greeted the students,
some of whom were decked
in Craven green and blue to
show off their school spirit.
The first day of the four-day
event, designed to welcome
new and returning Panthers
and ring in the fall semester,
featured a press conference-
style meet-and-greet with col-
lege President Scott Ralls.

Welcome Week featured
an “American Idol”-style
karaoke contest and daily food
and beverage giveaways, in-
cluding pizza, popcorn, soda,
cake and ice cream.

Student Council Secretary
Chip Foss said he received
positive feedback during Wel-
come Week.

“Welcome Week was a
success as always,” he said.
“We’re glad that we could
welcome back new and return-
ing students, and we hope they
all enjoyed it.”

Student clubs and organi-
zations added to their member-
ship rolls on Club Day, Aug.
31, which featured several re-
cruitment booths in the Stu-

dent Center manned by cam-
pus club leaders. The Student
Council’s executive commit-
tee also had representatives on
hand to discuss student gov-
ernment at Craven.

The week also featured
performances from CCC’s
Encore! show choir and a
question-and-answer session
with Student Life Coordinator
Monica Dowe, who runs the
college’s Student Life Depart-
ment. Caricature artist Bruce
Stevenson drew free carica-
tures for students and staff as
the week concluded.

Corey Friedman contrib-
uted to this story. Contact Ken-
neth Gatlin at 672-1743 or
news@freecraven.com.

By Kenneth Gatlin
Staff Writer
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Representatives from the
University of North Caro-
lina-Wilmington be on the
New Bern campus Oct. 19.
Interested students should
schedule an appointment in
Student Services located in
the Brock Administration
building.

UNC-W
reps to visit
CCC campus

Contrary to information
published in the school cata-
log and planner, there will be
classes held on Tuesday,
Nov. 22. This date was origi-
nally published as a faculty
workday.

Scheduling
SNAFU



CAMPUS NEWS

Campus improvements slated
Loop road and new buildings to be added
By Brandy Masters-Pierce
Photo Editor

   Major changes are underway on the New
Bern campus of CCC. Construction has be-
gun on the loop road which, once completed,
will encircle the entire campus.

While building the loop road, CCC will
be expanding the Orringer Hall parking lot as
well as paving the rock lot on the back side of
the school to provide the parking desperately
needed for student and faculty, according to
Diane Tyndall, associate vice president for
institutional advancement. These lots com-
bined will become one huge parking lot. Other
construction currently in progress includes the
building of an approximately 4,000 square foot
maintenance building and minor beautifica-
tion projects throughout the school.

This construction is just the beginning for
CCC. By 2007, CCC hopes to extend Kelso
Hall to bed another advance machining labo-
ratory thanks to the $552,000 Economic De-
velopment Administration contribution to
CCC. Bidding will start this month with hopes
of final approval in October

The next item up for bidding is for the new
Business and Technology building. Bidding
is set to begin in January 2006 with construc-
tion projected to be completed in 2007. This
project is funded by the 2000 Higher Educa-
tion Bond -the building will be an estimated
37,785 square feet and cost an estimated $4.7
million dollars. The addition will host such
programs as accounting, business administra-
tion, medical office administration and sev-
eral others.

The final building to grace the New Bern
campus in the near future is the Advanced
Manufacturing Center. This center is funded
by the North Carolina General Assembly for
an estimated $7.9 million. The center will be
30,000 square feet and will house more ad-
vanced manufacturing training for our area, a
great need at this time. The projected comple-
tion date for the new center is in 2008.

So how does all this construction affect
CCC students and faculty? Relief of over-
crowded parking lots will occur in the near
future. As time progresses, additional class-
room and program space will be a reality for
CCC, Tyndall said.

Brandy Masters-Pierce/Campus Communicator
A bulldozer makes way for the future loop road and parking lot expansion
behind Orringer Hall on the New Bern campus.  A maintenance shed and
several other buildings are scheduled to be completed by the end of the
decade.

Gas prices skyrocket
in the wake of Katrina
Continued from Page 1

Student claims security officer
misled him about drug search

we can, and we try to get our students to get prepared as well.”
Fonville said the college notified the public of its inten-

tions to close as soon as possible. The CCC Web site and Cam-
pus Cruiser home page were updated Sept. 13 and 14 to notify
students that classes had been cancelled.

“Of course, we try to make sure we get the word out in the
media as far as school openings and closings,” he said. “We try
to secure the campus as best we can.”

Class make-up dates were unavailable as of press time.

Ophelia floods region
Continued from Page 1

Brandy Masters-Pierce/Campus Communicator
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Above: Rain and river overflow pond up the picnic
grounds at Union Point Park.

Top right: A boarded up storefront on N.C. 58 in
Carteret County bears a message for the hurricane.

Right: Hurricane-force winds left Carteret County
residents with much to repair.

Continued from Page 1

nalia were turned up in the
search.

“His car was scratched,”
Branaman said. “The security
officer wasn’t lying to him. He
had some major scratches on
his vehicle.”

Morris, who maintains that
the security officer misrepre-
sented the issue, said he
doesn’t believe law enforce-
ment even had a valid reason
to search his car. Possession of
tobacco products on campus is
legal.

“They pulled me out of
class for that. It just seems ri-
diculous,” he said. “I wonder
what the policy is, I mean, this
isn’t high school.”

A regular cigar smoker,
Morris said the officers told
him empty cigar boxes arouse
suspicion because drug deal-
ers customarily roll marijuana
into the cigars.

“I wish I didn’t let them
search my car at the time,”
Morris said. “I knew there was
nothing there. He (Branaman)
told me I need to clean out my
car because it was a cop mag-
net.”

Earlier that day, Branaman
had received a report of a
white male selling marijuana
in Black & Mild cigar wrap-

pers from parking lot 1, ac-
cording to the security log.

Steve Carter, assistant di-
rector of security and night
operations, confirmed that the
search took place, but said he
had not heard whether Morris
was told that his car had been
scratched.

Carter said campus secu-
rity protocol would dictate that
the officer would not inform
Morris of the drug search
when he approached him in
class.

“I would tell you that I
needed to speak to you,” he
said. “I wouldn’t tell you
whether it was for a vehicle
search.”

The volume of cigar boxes
in Morris’ car was “a definite
indicator of drugs,” Carter
said. “In my business, that’s an
indicator of drug usage.”

Morris said he asked for a
copy of the security log entry
describing his vehicle search
and was told it was “property
of the school.” He said he ap-
proached the security depart-
ment again with his parents
and asked for a copy, finally
deciding to leave after a 45-
minute wait.

College officials later re-
leased the records, according
to a statement from college

spokesman Sandy Wall.
“Security records normally

are released within two busi-
nesses days after a request,”
Wall said in the statement.
“Sometimes security logs are
not immediately available be-
cause they are regularly up-
dated by campus security per-
sonnel and because the college
has a legal obligation to redact
from the records private per-
sonal data and other informa-
tion protected by law.”

The campus security log is
open to public inspection as
provided by state public
records laws and the Jeanne
Clery Disclosure of Campus
Security Policy and Campus
Crime Statistics Act, a federal
law mandating public account-
ability among college security
departments.

In Wall’s statement, re-
leased on behalf of the college,
CCC took no position on the
search of Morris’ car.

“The college supports the
campus security team and the
work they do here,” he said.
“Craven also remains commit-
ted to following the letter and
the spirit of the law.”

Contact Corey Friedman
at 672-1743 or
editor@freecraven.com.
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tion. You had to pay at the
pump.”

Danelle Wylder, another
CCC student, said, “I heard
rumors that gas prices would
be going up, and that there
would be a gas shortage, but I
thought people were just pan-
icking and being irrational,”  in
response to the rumors.

Some students found it
hard to shell out the extra
money just to fill up their tanks
to be sure that they would have
a way to school until the short-
age was over.

Scharbrough chose not pay
the high prices for gas and be-
gan riding her bike to and from
school, a 6-mile round-trip.
When gas prices rose above $3
a gallon, she traded in her car
keys for a pair of bike pedals.

“We’re college students;
we can’t afford over 3 bucks a
gallon. So I bike to class,”
Scharbrough said.

Wylder was worried about
the rising cost of gas and the
impending shortage that
loomed ever closer, and got
her mom to fill up her car for
her while she was unable to
leave her job.

“It cost me $40 to fill my
tank up, when it usually costs

me $25. It’s ridiculously
crazy,” Wylder said.

On the same hand, former
CCC student Evan Brinkley
felt that the high prices were
local gas stations attempts at
capitalizing on the rumors of
the gas shortage.

“I don’t like paying more
for something that used to cost
a dollar… I’d be happy if
they’d just lower it to $2. I re-
member when it was 99 cents,
but we all know that it’ll never
be that low again — it’s just
wishful thinking,” Brinkley
said.

Brinkley drives a delivery
van for Car Quest Auto Parts,
and needs gas in order to fuel
the van to deliver the parts —
hence, his job relies on fuel.
When asked if his schedule
will change due to the sky-
rocketing cost of fuel, his re-
sponse was short and embod-
ied the sentiments of most
consumers whose daily rou-
tines rely on fossil fuels to
commute.

“What do I plan to do dif-
ferently? Nothing. I’m going
to pay out the ass for it like
everybody else,” Brinkley
said.

Contact Eric Voliva at 672-1743
or eric.voliva@freecraven.com.

Get

$.25
Off with
this ad.

Visit  K & R Hotdogs
(Outside the Student Center)



ENTERTAINMENT

Students light up
local music scene

I t has been a time-honored tradition that lighters be
raised in the world of rock’n’roll.  Several CCC
students are no strangers to the flickering of the flame.

FlicFlicFlicFlicFlickkkkk     yyyyy

In a dimly-lit brick room in the
bottom of historic Harvey

Mansion in downtown New Bern, a
new generation of singer/songwriters
takes to a barstool in the corner to per-
form classic acoustic covers and origi-
nals.

Led by Stretch, a local musician
whose repertoire ranges from classics
like James Taylor and Bob Dylan to
more contemporary artists including
Dave Matthews and Crossfade and
original tracks, which he plans to re-
lease on a CD later in the year.

The 6’8" guitarist has been play-
ing since the age of 14. Now at 28,
Stretch has been performing live for the
past seven years.

Stretch has played a variety of ven-
ues including the Gallery Garden Cafe,
the Sheraton Deck Party and Theo’s
Restaurant. He also has performed on
television with appearances on “A.M.
Scuttlebutt” and WCTI’s Cystic Fibro-
sis Telethon.

Stretch can also be found perform-
ing with his band Stretch and Company,

By William R. Toler
Managing Editor

Sympathy for the DevilSympathy for the DevilSympathy for the DevilSympathy for the DevilSympathy for the Devil
From the ashes of their

earlier band Dasmad,
guitarist Tom Spellman and
drummer Anthony Abernathy
formed Black Sky Radius.

The progressive-metal
band, also including funk in-
fluenced bassist Travis
Dickens and rhythm guitarist
Eric Styons, has been perform-
ing around eastern North
Carolina for about three years.

BSR has played a variety
of venues including Planet
Rock in Jacksonville, the Salty
Dawg and Milligan’s in New
Bern and 2004’s X-Fest in
Greenville, where they shared
the stage with acts such as
Breaking Benjamin and
Puddle of Mudd.

Now on their second offi-
cial singer, “acrobatic vocal-
ist” Joe Stewart, BSR is start-

ing to book local gigs.

our our our our our BicBicBicBicBic

The Lighter SideThe Lighter SideThe Lighter SideThe Lighter SideThe Lighter Side

A late October
performance by

Black Sky Radius at
CCC. The band

played original
instrumental songs at
Sigma Phi Sigma
Sigma’s Halloween
bash in 2004.

Contributed Photo
Photo Illustration by
 William R. Toler
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Stretch rocks out acoustic-style at the Harvey Mansion Aug 23
during the weekly acoustic/open mic night.

William R. Toler/Campus Communicator
Mara Olson accompanies Stretch
on percussion.

With two demos under its
belt, lead guitarist Spellman
said, “We’ll be recording an
album early next year.”

Also a member of Encore!,
Spellman lists classical music
among rock bands Led Zeppe-
lin and Pink Floyd and heavy
metal icons Metallica and
Pantera as a major influence
which contributes to the
band’s sound. “I love Bach.”
Spellman also added,
“Tragedy...that’s my biggest
influence.”

BSR also wants to help the
community. “We’re gonna try
to do a show for Toys for Tots
out here at the college,”
Spellman said. “We did it at
Planet Rock a few years ago.

Also joining the ranks of
rock at CCC are drummer An-
thony Cardelli and bassist
Thomas Wynn of the indie-
rock band Vision of Silence.

The four-piece group,

which lists
the Red Hot
Chili Pep-
pers as a ma-
jor influence,
also consists
of singer
Brigitte Ran-
som from
C a s t l e
Hayne, and
C a r d e l l i ’s
y o u n g e r
b r o t h e r
Attilio, who
is still in high
school, on
guitar.

“ P e o p l e
get carried away classifying
music,” said Cardelli. He said
that when bands get grouped
into a certain genre, people try
to say they sound like some-
one else.

“A lot of musicians’

goal is originality,” he said.
“Music is music.”

[Note: Black Sky Radius
and Vision of Silence can be
found at www.myspace.com
under the music tab. Song
samples and gig dates are
listed on the individual pages.]

Remember Sept. 11, 2001?
It was one of the darkest days
for our nation. Remember how
vulnerable we felt as Ameri-
cans and how sentimental we
were? Ceremonies were
planned and we grieved for the
men and women
who lost their lives
on that dark Septem-
ber day. Our Presi-
dent vowed revenge
steps away from
where the World
Trade Center once
stood.

America had
just experienced an
attack on its own
soil. For about a
week, we grieved, we were
patriotic and we relearned our
national anthem. We went to
church and prayed for forgive-
ness for our sins. We got in-
terested in CNN and other
news channels focused on
Iraq, and President Bush got
to plot his revenge on his
father’s friend Saddam!

Four years since, we find
ourselves still as conflicted
and confused about what
seemingly was a pair of terror-
ist hijjackings of planes and
the first breadth of a war that
is still being fought even as
you read this. Yes, Americans,
even as you sit here listening
to your mp3s and clamoring
for Kayne West’s new album
on “MTV Overdrive” and
chatting about our drunken
weekends!

As simplistic and uncom-
plicated as I just put it, that in
essence is where we find our-
selves, except we are even
more confused, unsure and
unconfident than ever about
this war. At the same time, we

support the men and women
over there in Iraq fighting…
not for America, but the lib-
eration, creation and the free-
dom of a new Iraq.

We can’t really say they are
fighting for our freedom, be-

cause in essence,
this war does
nothing to ward
off terrorism here
or abroad. Terror-
ists will still orga-
nize and carry out
vicious attacks fu-
eled by their ex-
tremist attitudes
and beliefs. We
are still as vulner-
able and unpre-

pared for chemical and bio-
logical warfare.

This administration, while
creating a new agency of
Homeland Security, has not
come up with any plans in case
of another major terrorist plot
on our soil! Intelligence agen-
cies are cooperating more on
possible suspects and sce-
narios, but that may not be
enough. I mean, if a terrorist
group in today’s age is going
to do something, they probably
have their own intelligence.

It’s not the same type of
intelligence we as Americans
used to re-elect our president,
a man who couldn’t muster the
intelligence to properly chew
and swallow a pretzel. Never
mind, he is unpopular, and
unpopular people make the
unpopular choices. Maybe he
— like Diddy — can change
his name to Bushed.

And that, Campus
Commies, is our reality.

News, Reviews and Views

Four years since 9/11,
reality still is blurred

Ben Goldstein

Contact Ben Goldstein at 672-1743
or ben.goldstein@freecraven.com.

www.boonedocksmarina.com

# 5-6 foot depths
# 24-hour security
# 30-amp service
# Showerhouse

249-DOCK
(3625)

Looking for a nice,
quiet place

 for the weekend?

The Boonedocks is a sensble and economical
alternative to Oriental proper and close
enough to carry an Oriental address-only
minutes away by land or water.

which consists of fellow students
Patrick Edwards on bass, and brothers
Nick and Josh Betram on percussion
and guitar respectively. Edwards also
keeps himself busy singing in Encore!

For most of the summer, Stretch’s
Tuesday nights have been booked up
hosting the acoustic/open mic night at
the Harvey Mansion.

“We started at the beginning of
June,” he said, “to give other musicians
a chance to showcase music they

have.”  Stretch added that he and the man-
agement at the Harvey Mansion wanted
to “give New Bern a place to see acoustic
music.”

Occasionally joining Stretch, whether
it be on percussion or performing solo, is
fellow student Mara Olson.

Another student troubadour, Frank
Bacon, has played at a variety of locations
including the before mentioned Harvey
Mansion and Theo’s in addition to Port
City Java.

Photo Courtesy of Vision of Silence
Anthony Cardelli of Vision of Silence
pounds away on his drum kit.

�For All Your Athletic Needs�

New Bern Sporting Goods, Inc.

Trophies * Plaques * Screen Printing
*  Embroidery * Uniforms

Custom Printing for Clubs, Fraternities, Sports

2619 Trent Rd. * New Bern, NC

For my first movie review,
I went to see “The Brothers
Grimm” at Southgate Cinema
6 on Sept. 3.

This action movie has bits
of comedy and is rated PG-
13. The movie starts out with
the young brothers, William
Grimm (Matt Damon) and
Jacob Grimm (Heath Ledger)
fighting because the younger
brother, Jacob Grimm, traded

a cow for some magic beans
because he heard the old folk
story about Jack and the
Beanstalk and believed it to be
true, causing his sister to die
from an illness that they had
no money to get medicine for.

The movie then skips
ahead 15 years to an old man
telling a story of an old witch’s
ghost and asking the brothers
for help in ridding the village
of her ghost. The brothers are
nothing but con artists with a
lot of rope and make-up tricks
to scam the villagers out of
their money.

They end up having to find
a bunch of missing girls in an
enchanted forest that’s cursed.
If you know your fairy tales,
you can catch bits of Hansel
and Gretel, Little Red Riding
Hood, Snow White, Ginger-
bread Man, Rapunzel and
more.

The acting was good in this
movie if you exclude the gen-

eral corniness of the script. I
felt that the movie could have
been better if they did not try
to include all the fairy tales in
one film.

Also, I felt the movie was
made for younger children but
had adult violence and was too
morbid and dark for young
children to see.

The movie had so much
going on that it was kind of
hard to follow, not counting
the location — French-occu-
pied Germany, so they tried to
throw in all the French torture
devices into your face every
second.

Overall, this movie tried to
hard to include every fairy tale
and in doing that, had a weak
story line that left the movie-
goer wondering what hap-
pened because it didn’t tie to-
gether. I give it a grade of 4
out of 10

Grading Scale
· 10 Wonderful- See many

times
· 9 Awesome
· 8 Great
· 7 Good
· 6 Okay
· 5 Average/Blah
· 4 Severely lacking
· 3 Horrible
· 2 Sucked
· 1 REFUND!

Contact Jessica Acker at 672-
1743 or news@freecraven.com.

hollywoodhollywoodhollywoodhollywoodhollywood

helpingshelpingshelpingshelpingshelpings

Fairytale  legendFairytale  legendFairytale  legendFairytale  legendFairytale  legend
is lacking lusteris lacking lusteris lacking lusteris lacking lusteris lacking luster
By Jessica Acker
Staff Writer
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Where else can you visit a car lot

24
hours a day?

www.citylimitsauto.com
See these cars and more!

Dealer # 62705
Member CIADA, NIADA
Tax, Tag, Title fees not included

8070 Hwy 70 E. Just before entering Havelock

Get Inurance Quotes * Apply for loan * Buy Accessories

444-4455

Child Proof Locks, Cloth Seats, Dual Airbags, Power
Locks, Power Mirrors, Tilt Wheel, Air Conditioning,
Alloy Wheels, AM/FM CD, Power Steering, Power
Windows, Antilock Brakes, Four Doors, Remote
Keyless Entry, Security System, Carpet

2004 F2004 F2004 F2004 F2004 FORORORORORD MUD MUD MUD MUD MUSSSSSTTTTTANANANANANGGGGG
Leather Seats, Cruise Control, Dual Airbags,
Power Locks, Power Mirrors, Tilt Whee,l Air
Conditioning, Alloy Wheels, AM/FM CD, Power
Steering, Power Windows, Antilock Brakes,
Window Locks, Carpet

Leather Seats, Cruise Control, Dual Airbags,
Steering Wheel Controls, Power Locks, Power
Mirrors, Tilt Wheel, Air Conditioning, Alloy Wheels,
AM/FM CD, Power Seat, Power Steering, Power
Sunroof, Power Window,s Antilock Brakes,
Remote Keyless Entry, Window Locks, Carpet

2003 C2003 C2003 C2003 C2003 CHHHHHEEEEEVVVVVROLROLROLROLROLET MOET MOET MOET MOET MONNNNNTE CTE CTE CTE CTE CARARARARARLO SSLO SSLO SSLO SSLO SS

$17,995

$17,995$11,995

2005 DO2005 DO2005 DO2005 DO2005 DODGE NEDGE NEDGE NEDGE NEDGE NEOOOOON SN SN SN SN SXXXXXTTTTT

Espresso Bar

10% Discount
for students & staff

Espresso * Lattes * Fruit Smoothies
Iced Coffee Drinks * Sandwiches * Salads

Wireless Internet Now Available

1803 S. Glenburnie Rd.
(Across from the Exxon station)

AND NOW...

www.glenburniecatering.com
Mon-Fri     8 am - 4 pm

634-3500
Call Us for all your catering needs
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Havelock Mayor George Griffin welcomes spectators and U. S. Rep. Walter
B. Jones Jr. to the groundbreaking ceremony of the new Havelock Senior
Center. The city received a grant from the USDA to help bankroll the
renovations of the old post office on Trader Street, where the center will be
located.  CCC’s Continuing Education Department plans to conduct classes
for seniors when the center is complete, which is said to be in December.

Sixteen civil rights, social
and political groups distrib-
uted literature on campus Sept.
16 as Craven observed Con-
stitution Day in accordance
with a new U.S. Department
of Education mandate.

Representing diverse per-
spectives, groups including the
American Civil Liberties
Union, Christian Coalition and
the Democratic, Republican
and Libertarian parties were
invited to engage students in
conversation about their rights
and responsibilities as Ameri-
can citizens.

 The holiday commemo-
rates the signing of the U.S.
Constitution Sept. 17, 1787
and this year was observed in
public schools, colleges and
universities the day before-
hand.

Free pizza and soda was

available in the Student Cen-
ter on CCC’s New Bern cam-
pus as dialogue about the Con-
stitution and its applicability in
American higher education
took place.

“I think we had good stu-
dent participation and the or-
ganizations that have come
seem to be pleased with being
here,” said John Fonville, vice
president for student affairs.
“This is what the Constitution
is all about, to have people
with varying views come and
explain them to our students.”

All public schools and
colleges receiving federal
funds are required to pro-
vide information about the
nation’s founding docu-
ment on Constitution Day
beginning this year.

Sept. 16 was also the
date set for the first Student
Council meeting of the fall
semester — an exercise in
representative government.

 “Certainly, it coincides
well,” Fonville said. “It
wasn’t intended, but it co-
incides.”

From staff reports

CCC celebrates Constitution Day
Advocacy groups visit campus, free pizza offered

�This is what the Constitution is all
about, to have people with varying
views come and explain them to our
students.�

John Fonville
Vice president of student affairs
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