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Mason tapped to lead
2005 Student Council

By Jessica L. Simpson
Staff Writer

Bookstore contract approved
Trustees OK proposal to contract bookstore services to Follett
By William R. Toler
Managing Editor

Celebration day
CCC prepares for graduation ceremony
By Mikel Peterson
Staff Writer

By Corey Friedman
Executive Editor

Photo by William R. Toler
CCC bookstore employee Betty Harris rings up
purchases at the cash register.

Trustees delay action on petition
for student media independence

College trustees took no ac-
tion April 19 on a petition signed
by about 55 students and faculty
members requesting an amend-
ment to college policy that would
formally recognize the editorial
independence of all student me-
dia at Craven.

Campus Communicator Edi-
tor Corey Friedman submitted the
petition after collecting about 55
signatures and receiving two let-
ters of support from CCC instruc-
tors. He said the policy amend-
ment was drafted by the Arling-
ton, Va.-based Student Press Law
Center.

The Board of Trustees did
not vote on the petition and did
not refer it to a committee. Chair-

GOING GLOBAL

Operation of CCC’s campus bookstore can be li-
censed to a private company as soon as July, the college
Board of Trustees voted at its spring meeting April 19.

The board voted to allow the college to enter into a
contract with Follett Corp., which would operate a self-
service bookstore and in-house café, pending attorney
review. CCC also considered proposals from Barnes and
Noble and College Bookstores of America

While there would be no college control of book
prices, President Scott Ralls said that the college would

see more profit, which would go into scholarships. Follett
would also introduce additional “student spaces.”

“Now’s the time for us to look at that,” Ralls told
the board. “Many colleges are looking at contracting
out their bookstore operations…we see a real advantage
to our students in doing this.”

The new self-service bookstore will eventually be
located in the future Business and Technology building,
which is to be constructed where the soccer field is
now.

Advantages include a larger supply of used books,

Photo illustration by William R. Toler

College commemorates Founders’ Day with dedication of
new International Center

With a nod to the past,
CCC strode into the future of
global education April 22.

Craven celebrated
Founders’ Day with cultural flair
as the 37-year-old community
college dedicated its Interna-
tional Center, a language learn-
ing and global education lab, on
the first floor of Barker Hall.

The new facility, which is
scheduled to operate on the
same schedule as Godwin Me-
morial Library, features com-
puter workstations with lan-
guage education software and
SCOLA Television, a network
offering worldwide program-
ming.

“I think it went well as an
opening,” said Murdina
MacDonald, chairwoman of
CCC’s Global Education Com-
mittee. “Now, the question is
whether people will use it.”

MacDonald said the Inter-
national Center, a brainchild of
the college’s social sciences de-
partment and Global Education
Committee, will increase oppor-
tunities for multicultural learn-
ing and provide students and
area residents with the resources
to teach themselves basic for-
eign language skills.

“People can come in off
the street and teach themselves
a language,” she said. “You
don’t have to be a student at
Craven Community College.”

In compliance with a N.C.

Community College System man-
date to incorporate global educa-
tion into college curriculum, then-
President Lewis Redd assembled
the Global Education Committee
in 2002.

MacDonald said she hopes
the enthusiasm for multicultural
education that characterized the
opening ceremony will be sus-
tained throughout the coming
months and years.

“This is just the kick-off for

this room, but the information in
here will be growing, and we
hope the interaction in here will
enliven it with time,” she said.

The dedication ceremony
featured a performance by CCC’s
Encore! Show choir, a welcome
by college President Scott Ralls
and brief remarks from several
multilingual students and faculty
members who were born in for-

Online edition: www.freecraven.com

Global Education Committee Chairwoman Murdina
MacDonald poses with a globe in CCC’s new
International Center April 22. It is, without a doubt, the

biggest, most celebrated event of
the year.

It is the CCC graduation cer-
emony, which is scheduled for 9
a.m. Thursday, May 12 behind the
Brock Administration Building.

Students will graduate from
a wide range of programs, such
as accounting, associate in arts,
computer programming, early
childhood education, medical of-
fice administration and welding.

An estimated 180 students
will walk in the graduation cer-
emony this year, according to col-

lege officials. There will be a re-
hearsal for all graduates at 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 11 in Orringer
Hall.

After the rehearsal, there will
be a cookout dinner for graduates
only.

The commencement speaker
for this year’s graduation is Dr.
Dade Moeller, who has a Ph.D. in
nuclear engineering from North
Carolina State University and is
author of the textbook “Environ-
mental Health.”

Moeller has also written
more than 200 journal publications

woman Earline Sills Williams said
she had “no idea” about the time-
table during which the petition will
be considered, but said the board
“will probably look at it.”

Trustee Gary Baldree ex-
pressed support for students’ First
Amendment rights and told Fried-
man after the meeting that he is
confident students’ rights will be
upheld.

“I think everything will work
out,” he said. “I think everybody
is in favor of free speech.”

Mitzi Ponce, a Communica-
tor staff writer, called upon trust-
ees to codify their support for an
editorially independent Campus
Communicator.

Ponce also spoke out against
a proposed agreement with Free-

From staff reports dom ENC Communications, pub-
lisher of the Sun Journal and daily
newspapers in Jacksonville and
Kinston, that would establish the
private company as publisher of
the Campus Communicator.

The agreement hinges on a
college-produced memorandum of
agreement that, as of press time,
was under review by attorneys for
Freedom ENC’s corporate parent,
Freedom Communications, of
Irvine, Calif. The Student Press
Law Center has lobbied against the
proposd agreement.

Friedman  said the newspa-
per has reservations, but is still
considering the agreement. A final
decision will not be made before
the memorandum is presented for
review.

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 7

After much campaigning,
CCC’s Student Council has its new
officers for 2005-2006. Former
parliamentarian Vernee Mason was
chosen as the student body’s new
president on April 8.

Mason will share the Student
Council chambers with Kyle
Reddin, vice president; Charles
“Chip” Foss III, secretary;
Frances Ordiway, treasurer; and
David Boyd, parliamentarian. Stu-
dent Council delegates voted for
each office in succession.

Mason said she appreciates
the student body’s confidence in
her leadership abilities.

“I am going to try my very

best to meet higher expectations
than of this
year’s Student
Council [ex-
ecutive] com-
mittee,” she
said.

Her right
hand man will
be Reddin, a
very active stu-
dent on CCC’s New Bern cam-
pus who has held offices in Phi
Beta Lambda, Sigma Phi Sigma
Sigma and the American Sign
Language Club.

Reddin said with confi-
dence, “This will be the best Stu-
dent Council in CCC history.

Mason

Continued on Page 5

Photo by Arlene M. Livingston

Members of the CCC Business and Banking Club pose
with the Craven Cup after taking first place in the
campus-wide points race for the second consecutive
year.   Sigma Phi Sigma Sigma finished second in the
Craven Cup standings while the International Club
placed third.

Back in ‘Business’
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   “The editorial page of a newspaper, which is kept open for contrary points of view...is a daily school room made available to its subscribers.” -- R.C. Hoiles

Chief executive
“We are not afraid to entrust the American people with
unpleasant facts, foreign ideas, alien philosophies, and
competitive values. For a nation that is afraid to let its people
judge the truth and falsehood in an open market is afraid of
its people.”

John F. Kennedy

Executive Vice President Cindy Hess may
be single-handedly responsible for rescu-
ing CCC and the whole of eastern North

Carolina from a protracted legal battle over cen-
sorship of editorially independent student media.

The college administration, faculty and stu-
dent body owe her a tremendous debt of
gratitude.After initial discussions between the
Campus Communicator and college officials fal-
tered and it appeared inevitable that the road to
resolution would run through the courtroom —
at taxpayers’ expense — Hess reopened discus-
sions and demonstrated equal measures courage,
candor and leadership.

College administrators seemed intent on im-
posing upon the Campus Communicator an edi-
torial policy that, if enacted, would mandate prior
review of all content by the newspaper’s advis-
ers and establish an advisory committee imbued
with the power to steamroll student editors.

We objected vociferously, but the adminis-
tration still chose to submit the document to Stu-
dent Council.

The college’s policy was among the most

odious, foul and objectionable endorsements of
censorship we’ve ever seen at an American insti-
tution of higher learning. It was pilloried by the
Student Press Law Center, picked apart by the
American Civil Liberties Union and Foundation
for Individual Rights in Education and lambasted
by Raleigh attorney Hugh Stevens, whose vener-
able firm represents the News & Observer and
the North Carolina Press Association.

After the Campus Communicator staff —
aided by numerous local, state and national orga-
nizations — took college officials back to school
for much-needed remedial education in First
Amendment case law, Hess provided invaluable
leadership and stimulated honest and agreeable
dialogue about crafting reasonable editorial poli-
cies that preserve this newspaper’s fundamental
autonomy from the CCC administration.

We applaud Hess for her commitment to
legal and responsible oversight that does not ne-
gate the college’s obligation to defend its students’
Constitutional rights. We hope other administra-
tors take their cues from Hess and act as capably
and laudably as she has done thus far.

Bookstore barons
Corporate America has once again slithered

onto CCC’s campus.  One year following
the disbandment of the campus police, the

Board of Trustees voted to outsource the college’s
bookstore to Follett Corp.

The unanimous decision — which some
college staffers speaking on condition of ano-
nymity consider “underhanded” — came with
little concern after a proposal made by college
President Scott Ralls.

Ralls justified the proposal by saying that
other colleges are outsourcing their bookstore
operations. While advantages to students include
a higher buyback rate and larger ratio of used
books, one significant disadvantage is that the
college will have no control over the mark-up
that Follett can — and, we believe, will —  im-
pose on book prices. The current bookstore has

a cap on its mark-ups, college officials admit.
How far will this corporate ideology go?

Which service providers are next in line for
outsourcing  — the janitorial staff? The
groundkeepers? The business office? It’s astonish-
ing that campus security hasn’t been subcontracted
to a private security firm.  Most of these changes
— being made in the name of budget cuts — seem
disingenuous considering the new administrative
positions that have been added.

While we recognize the inherent advantages
of turning bookstore services over to the profes-
sionals — including a cafe, more student spaces,
and a more efficient self-service method of pur-
chasing texts —  we cannot endorse a move that
will probably contribute to the further inflation of
new textbook prices that has plagued academia for
decades.

Georgia Southern’s media
adviser loves to tell the story about
how the students at his college al-
most lost their paper to the local
daily.

“Before I became adviser at
Georgia Southern 20 years ago,
the local daily saw an opening
when the weekly college paper was
acting like, uh, a college paper,
complete with some sophomoric
content written by, uh, sopho-
mores,” Bill Neville says. “All this
was creating headaches for the
co l l ege’s
d e a n .
P e o p l e
t a l k e d .
P e o p l e
c o m -
p l a i n e d .
The dean’s
p h o n e
rang. And
rang. And
rang.”

T h e
s t o r y
sounds fa-
miliar to those of us at Craven.

Neville continues, “So the
local daily ‘generously’ offered to
make sure the dean’s life was made
easier without all those nasty
newspaper-related headaches that
come from bothersome students
making waves.”

In addition to taking over the
dean’s headaches, the daily of-
fered office space, a computer,
printing costs and “professional
guidance and oversight.” All that
the paper asked for in return were
the rights to publish, market and
distribute the college paper.

The daily’s publisher saw
this arrangement as altruistic and
thoughtful. Neville saw it another
way: “The local daily’s offer was
a journalistic equivalent of Dutch

traders dangling beads and trinkets
in the face of Native Americans as
they negotiated and closed the pur-
chase of Manhattan Island for
$24.”

But Georgia Southern’s story
has a happy ending: “Fortunately,
our dean was more of a visionary
than the local daily gave him credit
for being. He rejected their offer
and instead sought, like a good edu-
cator should, to turn around the
situation and create an education-
ally viable program without giving
away the students’ legacy.”

“This was not the easy
way,” Neville continues, “but

then, college
is not sup-
posed to be
easy.”

A few
years later,
the Georgia
S o u t h e r n
dean hired
Neville, an
adviser for
the student
newspaper
with profes-

sional experience, and the news-
paper and college continued to
grow. The commercial paper tried
to publish student “news” to com-
pete with The George-Anne News-
paper, but the students on cam-
pus weren’t buying it. When the
commercial paper’s college paper
made the mistake of acting like a
college paper, complete with
“sophomoric content written by
sophomores,” the publisher’s
phone rang. And rang. And rang.

He decided to get out of the
college newspaper business.

Neville offers a moral to his
story: “The lesson for advisers
(and administrators) at smaller
schools: be a visionary and don’t
be tempted by the beads and trin-
kets.”The NCAA tournament’s ex-

citement still reverberates. Why
not? UNC won it all, baby. Not just
that, Duke, N.C. State and Wake
Forest made respectable showings.
This was North Carolina’s year.
May many follow. During the hub-
bub, the school board proceeded
with its daily business unnoticed.
Part of that daily business is to
choose school textbooks. This
process may not contain the
power and grace of a drive down
the lane topped with an in-your-
face slam. However, the signifi-
cance is much greater. The school
board has no more important duty.

“In fourteen hundred and
ninety-two Columbus sailed the
ocean blue,” constitutes the bulk
of my memory from studying
Columbus before college. I turned
to New Bern High School’s U.S
.history textbook to complete the
picture. Unfortunately, aside from

briefly describing Columbus’ birth-
place, heroic personality and dar-
ing voyages across the Atlantic,
America: Pathways to the Present
reveals little.

Howard Zinn’s A People’s
History of the United States de-
picts Columbus by quoting the
man’s journal. One entry describ-
ing the Arawacks, the Natives of
present-day Cuba, reads, “with 50
men we could subjugate them all
and make them do whatever we
want.” In another entry Columbus
wrote, “Let us in the name of the
Holy Trinity go on sending all the
slaves that can be sold”. To be fair,
America: Pathways to the Present
mentions European arrival brought
Native Americans more misery
than advancement. However, it
made no serious effort to address
European attitudes.

Not all U.S. history is gro-
tesque. Certainly, greatness per-
vades it. Prominent examples in-
clude the Constitution and Decla-
ration of Independence. Further-

more, the ongoing tsunami relief
effort affirms America’s capacity
for charity daily.

America’s greatness does not
change the reality that public
schools gloss over the unseemly
aspects of U.S. history. “The Lies
My Teacher Told Me” by James
Lowe presents a detailed analysis
of the significance of these “over-
sights.” He cogently argues that
public education presents a white-
washed, romantic and heroic ver-
sion of our past. Craven County
public education is no exception.

Craven County deserves bet-
ter. We are smart enough to look
at history’s warts. We know that
it complements the beauty.

Furthermore, complete texts
engage students. Engaged students
produce ideas. Supporting and de-
fending these ideas constitutes the
fuel necessary to forge minds ca-
pable of critical thinking and writ-
ing. Isn’t the point of school to
learn how to think instead of what
to think?

By Katie Avent
Special to the Communicator

By Eamon Doherty
Special to the Communicator

American History 101
School texts shouldn’t sugarcoat America’s sour past

Hess’ exemplary leadership worth emulating

Trend of outsourcing college services is troubling

Keep corporate media’s
talons off student press

“...The weekly college paper
was acting like, uh, a college
paper, complete with some
sophomoric content written
by, uh, sophomores...”

You have taken this cam-
pus from a learning environment
to a three-ring circus, hindering
the learning experience of many
of the students who attend CCC
for enrichment instead of drama.
At yesterday’s meeting, I was
shocked to hear that just because
you only received a small num-
ber of letters stating the offense
taken by the recent “Between the
Sheets” article, you assume only
those people were offended.
That was a cop-out!

This paper is supposed to
be about the students and you
have made it your own personal
playground for smut and con-
troversy. And you have done the
same to our college! This is sup-
posed to be a positive environ-
ment, and all you are doing is
bringing it down. Guidelines are
needed to prevent you from ru-
ining our college completely!

C. Leshmann

            Report campus news via e-mail to news@cravencc.edu, call us at 672-
1743 or visit the newsroom, located at room 104, Student Center, New Bern
campus.

The Campus Communicator welcomes letters to the editor from
students and staff.  Letters of 250 words or fewer will be accepted; signifi-
cantly longer letters may be edited for length.

All letters must be exclusive to the Campus Communicator and must
include the writer’s name and telephone number for verification purposes.
Phone numbers will not be published.

Letters will appear on a space-available basis. The Campus Communi-
cator does not accept open letters, letters to a third party or unsigned letters.
We reserve the right to edit all submissions.

The opinions expressed in the Campus Communicator are those of the
writers and do not necessarily  reflect the views of the administration or the
advertisers found within.
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OOOOOP-P-P-P-P-AAAAARTRTRTRTRTTheft of student newspapers
robs readers and advertisers

An NCAA hoops champion-
ship brought joy to Chapel Hill and
grief to The Daily Tar Heel. Ac-
cording to the Student Press Law
Center, at least 6,000 copies of the
UNC-Chapel Hill student newspa-
per disappeared following the
men’s basketball triumph. Not long
after, collectors were buying the
championship edition at an online
auction site, with prices quickly
rising from free to $30. Cost of
the theft: $2,817.

The SPLC reports that three
students admitted the theft of the
entire 4,000 copy print run of the
March Los Angeles Loyolan, stu-
dent newspaper of California’s
Loyola Marymount University.
Their reason? An incorrectly cap-
tioned photo. Cost of the theft:
$2,200.

The rationales for student
newspaper theft are as various as
the locations where thefts occurs.
Usually, someone disliked an ar-
ticle, editorial or photo. Regard-
less of the excuse, newspaper

theft is a growing trend on college
campuses nationwide.

Dozens of incidents occur
each year and the number of cop-

ies stolen climbs into the tens of
thousands. The cost to student
organizations is staggering, but
readers are also victims.

In the UNC-Chapel Hill inci-
dent, thieves robbed readers of the
opportunity to own a little piece
of history, the newspaper that car-
ried the story of their champions.

In the California incident,
thieves robbed readers of the op-
portunity to read a special insert
detailing the exploits of the
school’s basketball team and me-

morializing its recently deceased
star player.

Campus police are generally
reluctant to investigate theft of a

“free” newspaper, so student
newspapers have taken to includ-
ing an implied price in their flag.
That is why you will notice a
change in the Campus
Communicator’s flag this month.

We now include the words
“single copy free.” Extra copies,
this implies, can be purchased.
Truth be told, in every case we
will give you additional copies
without charge, as always. On the
other hand, if you want 500 cop-
ies, that’ll be $250, please.

By Mitzi Ponce
Deputy Managing Editor

Dozens of incidents occur each year and the
number of copies stolen climbs into the tens of
thousands. The cost to student organizations is
staggering, but readers are also victims.

Suicides: a lethal cola concoction turned boyhood rite of passage
The sun was burning the

back of my neck as our Minor
League baseball team waited for
our turn to play. As we would wait,
my friends and I would hang out
behind the steel bleachers and play
tag, make jokes, and scrounge our
money together to buy gum —
usually Big League Chew —
Twizzlers, and of course, the
worlds’ greatest concoction that
a 10-year-old boy could ever
dream…the Suicide.

The Suicide consists of one
plastic cup filled with a squirt of
each of the sodas that the conces-
sion stand had to offer and with
no ice. Only a real man or a dare-
devil could drink a Suicide. My
older brother once said, “I bet Evel
Knievel himself wouldn’t even at-
tempt to drink one of these.”

On this particular day, my
best friend Ricky Porter’s dad was
working the stand. This was great
because he would give us free
drinks. And that of course meant
free Suicides! “Mr. Porter, Another
Suicide, please!”

As we drank our third and

fourth Suicides, the sun became
even hotter. I looked over and the
two teams on the field were walk-
ing in straight, single-file lines in
opposite directions, slapping the
hands of their opponents. “Good
game. Good game. Good game.”
Over and over until each kid
slapped the hand of all the kids on
the team and told them “Good
game.” We saw this and knew their
game was over. After drinking a
record number of Suicides, we
were invincible. It was our time
to show off our skills, or lack
thereof.

We sprinted to our positions
where we would throw the ball
around to loosen up. I was on the
third base getting ready to start the
game when it hit me. My vision
began to blur. My skin seemed as
if it was melting off my body, and
my legs started to do the uncon-
trollable dance. How could I pos-
sibly concentrate with my body in
this state of frenzy?

On the bleachers, the crowd
was anxiously waiting for the
pitcher to throw his first pitch. I
tried to place my mind in the game,
but my body had other ideas. I

scratched my cleats around in the
dirt while I waited to go in. The
pitcher struck out the first batter.
I was thinking to myself, only two
more to go.

I couldn’t wait to get off of
the field and into one of the dark
green portable bathrooms. Why
did I keep drinking the Suicides?
Unfortunately, the closest one to
our field was about 200 yards away
near the Little League fields. I re-
mained focused. Two more outs
and it will all be over. I’d visit the
green house and then play some
serious ball.

The pitcher threw the ball
again. The crack of the bat was
terrifying because I didn’t know
where the ball was going. I wasn’t
paying attention! I couldn’t think
clearly. Luckily, the ball went
straight to the centerfielder and he
snagged it from the sky with ease.

Only one more out to go and
it will all be over. I’d visit the green
house and then play some serious

ball. Surely I could hold the Sui-
cides for just one more out. I was
beginning to mentally overcome
the uncontrollable urge, and I
started to feel more relaxed know-
ing that I was in control.

That’s when I realized the
horrible nightmare that was about
to come.

I was the first batter after
the next out. If I tried to bat in
that condition, I knew I’d either
strike out or embarrass myself.
Everyone who was there and even
those who weren’t would have
something to laugh about for the
rest of their lives.

I had only one option. The
pitcher was about to throw and I
screamed “TIME OUT!” I took
off running toward the green house
as I threw my glove somewhere
near third base. It seemed like
miles away, but I had to make it. I
ran as fast as I could for I could
feel the Suicides working their way

out. I barged through the green
door with force. The Suicides de-
manded to leave my body forever,
and I gave in without resistance.

Relieved, I began running
back to third base. As I got closer
to the field, I heard everyone
laughing at me from the bleach-
ers. We made the last out and ran
into the dugout. No one really said
anything to me about it except for
Ricky Porter. Being the best friend
that he was, he joked and teased
me about it continuously.

I grabbed my bat and went
to the plate. The first pitch was
hard and fast. I swung with all I
had and hit the ball in between the
rightfielder and the centerfielder. I
ran almost as fast as I ran to the
green house and made it all the way
to third base. Everyone cheered
and seemed to forget about me
calling time out just a few minutes
earlier.

After the game, our entire
team ran to the concession stand
to get a rewarding Suicide. I later
realized that sometimes you have
to take a time out in life. That way,
when you call time in, you’ll be
ready to take that first pitch.

By Wayne Booth
Special to the Communicator

       EDITORIAL OBSERVER

Are you transferring to a
four-year university? Are you go-
ing to finish your associate’s de-
gree there and begin earning your
bachelor’s degree? If you don’t
keep up with your credits, you
can finish in the summer instead
of graduating in May.

For the new students, I say
don’t get discouraged, stay fo-
cused and get a copy of your
class schedule so you will be on
top of everything. If you decide
to drop a class, remember how
many credits you will need to
make up. Keep all your report

cards and academic records.
Graduates, it is time to or-

der your caps, gowns and diplo-
mas. And when it’s your time,
freshmen, you want to be able
to do so and be able to transfer
to a university with your
associate’s degree instead of
transferring without it. It doesn’t
look good when you leave com-
munity college without your
associate’s degree.

Work hard, don’t get side-
tracked and don’t let anyone dis-
parage your beliefs. All things are
possible through Jesus Christ.
Congratulations, Class of 2005
graduates!

Graduating, departing Communicator
staffers will leave sterling legacies

CCC graduates, freshmen
should stay on their toes

By Seanna Brimmage
Staff Writer

By Corey Friedman
Executive Editor

Four of the Campus
Communicator’s most senior stu-
dent leaders are leaving CCC to
pursue higher education and enter
the workforce.

Dawn Whitmore, advertising
manager, and Arlene M.
Livingston, finance manager, are
scheduled to graduate this month.
William R. Toler, managing editor,
plans to leave the college after the
summer semester and work as an
insurance salesman after receiving
two associate’s degrees from Cra-
ven, while copy editor Shawna
Cooper will continue her education
at Cape Fear Community College

in Wilmington.
Whitmore and Livingston

functioned as the leadership
nucleus for the business side of
the student newspaper, which
oversaw advertising sales and ac-
counting.

As managing editor, Toler
directed daily news operations,
compiled story budgets and as-
sisted with pagination. Cooper ed-
ited news copy for spelling, gram-
mar, clarity and Associated Press
style and proofread each month’s
edition before publication.

All four of these students
played a dramatic role in shaping
the Campus Communicator, from
directing news coverage to man-

aging and efficiently running the
advertising department. Their dedi-
cation to the newspaper has al-
lowed us to reach a plateau of pro-
fessionalism that would otherwise
be impossible.

Cooper plans to transfer to
the University of North Carolina
at Wilmington and earn a master
of fine arts degree in creative
writing.Professionally and person-
ally, she has always been there for
me, as well as anyone who calls
upon her for help. She truly is a
paragon of perfection, and it was
a profound privilege to become her
colleague, friend and confidant.

Besides, she is insanely
beautiful.

I would like to extend “THANKS & APPRECIATION”  to:

First and foremost, JESUS CHRIST for given me the strength, courage and unfailing love to
accept the challenge of attending college.

My husband and daughter, who graciously sacrificed, so that I could attend Craven (the
first step in my adventure) and follow the path God has set before me.

My church family and extended family who prayed for me and encouraged me.
All of the friends I have made at Craven and went the extra mile to help by tutoring and

encouraging me when I felt so overwhelmed.
Last but definitely not least all of my teachers from Craven Community College.

Special Thanks to Mr. Kerry Cox for providing opportunities for not only me but all the COM
PRE-MAJORS with opportunities to use what we have been taught in the classroom.

 *** “That’s it, that’s all!”***

In Christ,
Dawn Whitmore ‘2005

Congratulations
Jessica!

From those who love youFrom those who love youFrom those who love youFrom those who love youFrom those who love you

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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PBL places 2nd in state, qualifies
for national competition in June

CHARLOTTE — For the
second year in a row, CCC has
won second place in desktop
publishing at the North Carolina
Phi Beta Lambda State Leader-
ship Conference, held this year
at the Hilton University Place in
the “Queen City.”

Chapter Reporter Corey
Friedman and Historian Eric
Voliva comprised the two-man
team that came in second to
Craven’s sister chapter at Beau-
fort County Community College.
“I taught them well,” said chap-
ter President William R. Toler,
who was one half of last year’s
desktop publishing team.

Toler, former chapter re-
porter and state historian, also
placed second in sales presen-
tation. “This has been our third
SLC since being reactivated in
2002 by Beaufort...and sadly my
last as a competitor,” he said.
Toler plans to stay involved with
the chapter in the future as a Pro-
fessional Division member.

Ashley Royster, chapter
secretary, took fourth in im-
promptu speaking.  Royster also
competed with Kyle Reddin, par-
liamentarian, and Jessica
Simpson, treasurer, in business
decision making. In addition,
Reddin competed individually in
public speaking.

The chapter, including ad-
viser Pat Hardee, also brought
home the prestigious Terry
Lowrance Leadership Award,
named for the late state adviser.
Recognition was given for the
organization’s contributions to
the NCPBL Foundation and the
foundation’s scholarship fund, its

contribution to the March of
Dimes, and for recruiting new
Professional Division members.

The group is now preparing
for the National Leadership Con-
ference, being held June 29 to
July 2 in Orlando, Fla. This will
mark the third year the chapter

Contributed photo

has competed at the NLC.
“These conferences are a great
way to prove to yourself and oth-
ers how good you are at what you
do. You get an opportunity to bring
credit to what I like to call the
‘three S’s: state; school; and self,”
Toler added.

College writes grant for on-campus high school
By William R. Toler
Managing Editor

Future high school students
may be able to complete their di-
plomas and receive associate’s
degrees in five years, according to
Daniel Colvin.

The nationwide Middle Col-
lege concept began 28 years ago
at LaGuardia Community College
in New York as an effort to re-
form high schools — setting the
schools at a college environment
— to counter the drop-out epi-
demic.

Contrary to some people’s
first impression, the institution is
not an alternative school. “The

Middle College concept does not
encourage students to drop out of
school,” Colvin said. “It targets the
‘under-served youth’ who are at
risk of dropping out.”

The students in question con-
sist of those with absentee prob-
lems or those who are good test
takers but are failing their courses.

Colvin notes three things that
differentiate this program from a
traditional high school: it is located
on a college campus; the expecta-
tions are higher; and the classes
are smaller.

With the smaller classes “you
have a tendency to make more of
a connection,” said Colvin.  He also
mentioned that the Middle College

emphasizes “the three R’s” which
are rigor, relevance and relation-
ships.

Students at the proposed
Craven Career Academy would
have a curriculum designed to take
high school classes along with
college courses pertaining to their
choice of career field. Colvin said
that internships will also be avail-
able.

Through the state’s Learn
and Earn program, colleges are eli-
gible to apply for grants to help
fund these on-campus high
schools.  The Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation also contributes
to the Middle Colleges.  Accord-
ing to a press release from the

Photos by Arlene M. Livingston

Food, fun and family time
Mikel Peterson competes in the pie-eating contest at CCC’s Family Fun Day April 16. In the photo at right,
children decorate cakes under the watchful eye of Financial Aid Coordinator Michelle Webber. The day-long
carnival, complete with a karaoke contest and various games, was presented by CCC Student Life.

governor’s office, in 2003, “the
Governor announced a record $11
million grant from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation to
North Carolina to start the New
Schools Project and create new
smaller schools that better prepare
students for college and work.”

“We’re in the process of sub-
mitting a grant for planning,” said
Colvin. The grant —written by
CCC staff and representatives from
the Craven County Board of Edu-
cation — is due May 6.

The planning stage will last
for one year.  After the planning
stage, the college will then apply
for an implementation grant.

From staff reports

PBL officers stand by the boardwalk at the Hilton
University Place in Charlotte.  Left to right are Kyle
Reddin, William R. Toler, Ashley Royster, Jessica
Simpson, Corey Friedman and Eric Voliva.

Con Ed plans
CCC art show

CCC’s Continuing Educa-
tion Division will present its
2005 Art Show April 29 and 30
at the Mary Dale Bender Con-
tinuing Education Center in
New Bern.

Students enrolled in
Craven’s continuing education
classes will be showing off
some of their best paintings,
carvings, photographs and
works in the fiber arts.

 Friday’s event will run
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and will
include a reception. Saturday’s
showing will go from 9 a.m.
until noon. Admission is free.
For more information, call 638-
7295.

Golf tourney
tees off May 21

Registration is now un-
derway for the 14th annual Cra-
ven Community College Foun-
dation/PCS Phosphate Invita-
tional Two-Man Super-Ball Golf
Tournament.

The event will be held
May 21 and 22 at the Carolina
Pines Country Club. Entry fee
is $110 per person or $220 per
team. Money raised will be used
to fund student scholarships at
CCC.

For more information or
to register your team, contact
Ivy Garris at 638-7351.

HSA recruits
new members

HAVELOCK — Students
interested in working to en-
hance student life on CCC’s
Havelock campus are invited to
join the Havelock Student As-
sociation.

Counselor Robin Matney
is the group’s adviser. The HSA
meets at 4:45 p.m. on the first
and third Wednesdays of each
month in room 120 of the
Lewis S. Redd Building. For
more information, contact
Matney at 444-6012, Amy
Williamson at 638-1122, or Pat
Johnson at 444-6007.

Barber awarded
$300 scholarship

Alpha Delta Kappa,
Sigma Fidelis chapter, recently
awarded the $300 Rebecca
MacLawhorn-Thomas Schol-
arship to Wendy Barber at an
Awards Ceremony and Re-
ception held by the East Caro-
lina University College of Edu-
cation.

Barber and her family
live in Newport, where her
husband retired from the U.S.
Coast Guard.

Bate grants
to enhance
some CCC
programs

By Diane Tyndall
Special to the Communicator

Faculty and staff got a green
light on half of the 16 projects pre-
sented for 2005-’06 Bate Innova-
tion Grants.

Some projects involve fac-
ulty release time, like chemistry
instructor Jonathan Pharr’s re-
worked CHM 151 and 152, Gen-
eral Chemistry I and II, which will
provide online as well as wet labs.
Biology instructor Maria Pharr will
develop an Internet version of BIO
140 and 140A, Environmental Bi-
ology and its lab, which can be
offered next year.

Instructors Rachel Eure and
Sherry Forrest will have lighter
teaching loads throughout the year
to gain the Early Childhood Asso-
ciate Degree program’s accredita-
tion through the National Associa-
tion of Young Children. Another
Bate grant will provide necessary
equipment and supplies to upgrade
the program.

Associate degree nursing in-
structor Belinda Barnhill will inte-
grate the Electronic Health Record
into the nursing program. Barnhill’s
grant will procure computers and
software, as well as provide fac-
ulty training.

Social Sciences Department
Chairwoman Caroline Whitehead
and drafting instructor Donna Bell
will work with part-time instruc-
tor Alicia Durham, East Carolina
University and Tryon Palace to
start an archaeological field school
for the summer.

Rounding out the approved
grants was a plan to enhance the
college’s health and physical edu-
cation facilities.

Public Radio East FM
station mines  AP gold
From staff reports

WTEB-FM will receive the
Associated Press award for
North Carolina’s Outstanding
News Operation for the second
year in a row, the station has an-
nounced.

The station, which is part
of Public Radio East and is
housed in Barker Hall on CCC’s

New Bern campus, was notified
of the award in April.

All told, the station and its
news staff received a total of
seven awards for coverage of
issues ranging from baseball to
breast cancer. That’s three more
than WTEB received last year,
and the most of any station in
North Carolina.

Community
Chorus plans
spring concert

Under the direction of
Philip Evancho, the Craven
Community Chorus will present
its spring concert, “A Choral
Salute: 20 Years of Harmony” at
8 p.m. Saturday, May 7 and 3
p.m. Sunday, May 8 in Orringer
Auditorium.

Tickets are $8 in advance
and $10 at the door. Admission
for CCC students and children
under 21 is $5. For more infor-
mation, call 638-7357.
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eign countries.
A reception with hors

d’oeuvres followed the ribbon-
cutting, which formally opened
CCC’s International Center to the
public. On the lawn beside Barker
Hall, the Global Village Garage
Band provided an eclectic blend of
world music.

“I believe it will improve glo-
bal awareness on campus because
we are a global community,” said
International Club President
Carmella Talavera-Pike. “We have
students from around the world on
our campus.”

The International Center
boasts sleek, European furniture
and ample space for studying or
flipping through one of the 12 in-
ternational news publications to
which the center subscribes.

A television in the center’s
right corner displays original pro-
gramming from 80 countries,
available through SCOLA Educa-
tional Television.

The International Center’s
computers feature Rosetta Stone
Language Library software, which
utilizes audio recordings of native
speakers to recreate the “natural
process” of language learning, ac-
cording to Rosetta Stone informa-
tional literature.

“I think it’s just a wealth of
information and resources that are
available,” said Talavera-Pike.
“That’s what enriches the tapes-
try of this center.”

Throughout the week, the
International Center shares oper-
ating hours with Godwin Memo-
rial Library. On Saturdays, the cen-
ter is open during regular hours
for the Academic Skills Center.

CCC International Center
christened on Founders’ Day

CAMPUS NEWS

Security Blotter

There are many things I would like to accomplish and
I will work with the other Student Council members
to improve student life on campus.”

Vice President of Student Affairs John Fonville
facilitated the elections, asking each candidate a se-
ries of three questions to provide voting delegates with
insight into their reasons for running and goals if
elected.

“I think the new executive committee will do a
great job,” said outgoing President Stacy Coleman.
“There is a good mix in their backgrounds and they
will complement each other well.”

The week prior to the Student Council elections,
Mason and campaign manager Michael DeStefano
blanketed the New Bern campus with campaign post-
ers. Reddin — who was nominated for president and

lost to Mason by a narrow margin — also distrib-
uted posters before the event.

Newly elected Treasurer Frances Ordiway
expressed confidence in the executive committee
and said she is committed to increasing the
committee’s effectiveness next year.

“I will do my best to keep the books straight
and outdo this year’s Student Council’s expecta-
tions,” she said.

The five Student Council officers will attend
one or more team-building workshops over the
summer, thanks to funding earmarked by the coun-
cil at the suggestion of the outgoing executive com-
mittee.

Corey Friedman contributed to this story.

New Student Council officers have high hopes
Continued from Page 1

Photo by William R. Toler

Library director Cathy Campbell converses with a
representative from BSH in the International Center.

Continued from Page 1

Security blotter briefs are compiled from the campus security
department’s daily activity log, a document open to public inspection as
provided by the state Public Records Law and the Jeanne Cleary Disclo-
sure of Campus Crime Statistics Act.

Suspects charged with crimes are considered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Wanted man is
arrested on
campus April 20

Christopher Wayne Mack,
26, of New Bern, was arrested
by New Bern Police in the wooded
area adjacent to Orringer Hall April
20 on outstanding warrants in
Georgia and North Carolina for
statutory rape and aggravated
child molestation.

Mack was seen in the com-
pany of a former student and fled
when campus resource officer
Cpl. Paul Branaman approached
him.

Both Mack and the former
student were warned not to re-
turn to CCC and told they would
be arrested for trespassing if they
did so.

Mack was held in Craven
County Jail on a $1,500 bond and
was expected to face extradition
to Gwinnett County, Ga., accord-
ing to local media reports.

Emaciated dog in
CCC parking lot
prompts animal
cruelty probe

Campus resource officer
Cpl. Paul Branaman of the Craven
County Sheriff’s Office discov-
ered a drastically underweight dog
left in a gray Toyota pickup truck
in Parking Lot 1 April 6.

Branaman offered the dog
water, but it was unable to drink
and was so weakened that it could
not stand.

Vehicle owner Garrett
Tippett stated the dog did not be-
long to him and it was placed in
his pickup while he was on cam-
pus.

Craven County Animal Con-
trol took custody of the animal.
Charges may be pending after a
full investigation from law enforce-
ment officals.

Weapon found
Campus resource officer

Cpl. Paul Branaman observed a
Chevy S-10 pickup truck with
ammunition inside the vehicle and
found a long-bladed hunting knife
and several boxes of ammo after
searching the vehicle with the
owner’s consent on April 14.

The owner, a 16-year-old
male, was advised that hunting
knives are considered weapons
and are banned from college
property. He was not arrested.

Parking permit
warnings given

Campus security officers
issued more than 75 courtesy
warning slips April 11 for vehicles
without CCC parking permits on
display. The student code of con-
duct requires that students and
college employees display college
parking permits at all times while
on campus.

Photo by Amanda Worley

Sigma Phi Sigma Sigma member Tavia Long stands
waiting to be bid on during SPSS’s Bachelor/
Bachelorette Auction. The two highest bids were for
Shawna Cooper  ($151) and Adam Gibson ($135). The
organization raised nearly $650 from the event.

a higher buy-back rate and an
online bookstore agreement, Ralls
said. However, not everyone will
greet the Follett-run bookstore with
enthusiasm.

College staffers speaking on
condition of anonymity said the
statistics touting the availability of
used books are illusory and the
move to a privately-run bookstore
will ultimately mean higher prices
for students.

Ralls said about 35 percent
of textbooks sold in the new book-
store will be used books, compared
to less than 1 percent in the cur-
rent bookstore.

Trustees also gave their
blessing to a proposed service
agreement with Smithfield-based
Johnston Community College that
would make Johnston’s trucking
school program available to CCC
students.

In other business, the Board
of Trustees:

Voted to approve con-
struction projects for the Havelock
campus parking lot and New Bern
campus parking lot renovations.

Approved minor seman-
tic and grammatical revisions made
to the college’s mission statement
and vision statement

 Extended Ralls’ contract

as CCC president for another one-
year term

Appointed current Vice
Chairman Don Brinkley to serve
as the Board of Trustees’ next
chairman and Donald Heath to
serve as vice chairman

 Passed local and state
budgets, which included a provi-
sion to request more funds from
the Craven County Board of Com-
missioners; and

 Approved the proposed
academic calendar for the 2005-
2006 year.

Corey Friedman and Chip
Foss contributed to this story.

Trustees approve changes, renew Ralls’ contract
Continued from Page 1

Congratulations to the Graduating
class of 2005. We wish you smooth

sailing and calm seas.
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AFT CABIN GUESTHOUSE

The Boonedocks is a great place to dock your
overflow relatives and friends too! Talk to us

about economical guesthouse accomodations in
the Aft Cabin.

249-DOCK
(3625)

www.boonedocksmarina.com
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Jason Thomas sweats it out  with a 25-pound dumbbell
in the Panther Strength Complex.

Strengthening students
Upgrades planned for weight room
By Georgia Lane Turner
Staff Writer

CCC’s Panther Strength
and Fitness Complex, located in
Trailer 5 adjacent to the Student
Center, will receive a makeover
this summer, courtesy of a
$3,000 grant from the Harold H.
Bate Foundation.

The foundation awards a
generous amount of funds to
CCC each year to, as stated in
the mission of the foundation,
“enhance education, youth, rec-
reation and the quality of life.”
According to Diane Tyndall, as-
sociate vice president for insti-
tutional advancement, “Most of
the money goes to student schol-
arships and the remainder may
be applied for by submitting a
proposal and application form.”

Health and physical educa-
tion instructor Toni Blount said,
“My first priority is to get the
facility into a more stable place,
so we are looking for a room
inside one of our existing build-
ings on the CCC campus.”

Blount has plans to pur-
chase “resist-a-ball” exercise
crunch balls, resistance tubing
for isometric type exercise, car-
diovascular machines, a body fat
caliber tool and a digital height,

weight machine
“Toni wrote the proposal for

the grant and did all the legwork,”
said, Caroline Whitehead, depart-
ment chairwoman for health, hu-
manities and physical
education.“I’m excited, not only
for the students, but also for the
staff and faculty to have a nice
on campus exercise facility.”

The current facility is used
for structured classes in the morn-
ing, such as Fit for Life and
weight training and is available for
all staff, faculty and students from
1:30 to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

The center offers free
weights, exercise machines, ex-
ercise mats and instructional wall
charts posted around the room to
guide users in a complete strength
training work out.

The space is air-conditioned
and there is a portable stereo sys-
tem for playing a favorite CD or
listening to the radio during a
workout.

Any given afternoon, a va-
riety of students may be found in
the Panther Strength Complex
going through their personal ex-
ercise routines.

Jason Thomas, a sociology
major at CCC, uses the center
three times a week for a 90 minute

routine that includes jumping rope,
free weights and some fitness ma-
chines. Thomas is looking forward
to the higher ceilings that will be
offered by the upgraded facility.

“I have to take off my shoes
to jump rope because if I don’t the
rope hits the ceiling,” Thomas said.
“I’m not complaining though, I’m
grateful to have a free place to work
out.”

Tom Spellman, a fine arts
major, does a 30 to 45 minute

workout each day after chorus
practice with fellow Encore! show
choir member and music major
Patrick Edwards.

They spot each other while
using free weights. This is con-
sidered a good safety practice
when using heaver weights.

Theresa Donner, a commu-
nications major, has time between
her two afternoon classes to fit in
a 20 to 30 minute workout.

“Everyone who comes in to

CAMPUS NEWS

work out has a different goal,” she
said. “Some women are coming
in to get into bathing suit wearing
shape for the summer. My goal
was to increase my upper body
strength, because I scuba dive and
was having trouble picking up the
tanks.”

Donner said she can see a
marked improvement in her upper
body strength since beginning the
twice-weekly routine.

She has noticed a difference
while doing household chores and
gardening. This speaks to the fact
that even short workouts, when
done regularly, can produce a posi-
tive change.

All who currently use the
facility are grateful for the conve-
nience and economy of the Pan-
ther Complex, but are enthusias-
tic about the coming improve-
ments.

“Anytime you can upgrade
what you are doing is great.” Tho-
mas said.

Renovations are scheduled to
be in place by the beginning of the
fall semester.

In the interim, Blount wel-
comes any suggestions and feed-
back concerning students’ fitness
wants and needs.

She canbe reached by e-mail
at blount@cravencc.edu and by
phone at 638 7278.

To the Graduating Class of 2005
We extend our very best wishes for continued

success in all your future endeavors.

Good ideas stGood ideas stGood ideas stGood ideas stGood ideas stand the test of time and theseand the test of time and theseand the test of time and theseand the test of time and theseand the test of time and these
lasting ideals guide us still:lasting ideals guide us still:lasting ideals guide us still:lasting ideals guide us still:lasting ideals guide us still:

“Freedom of religion, freedom of the
press and freedom of person under

the protection of habeas corpus,
and trial by juries impartially

selected. These principles form the
bright constellation which has

gone before us and guided our steps
through an age of revoloution and

reformation.”

(Thomas Jefferson, U.S. president, March 4,
1801, Inaugural Address)

A First Amendment reminder from
www.neuseriverjunction.org
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Journalistic
advice from
an expert

  Here I am again with a new
lesson in writing. I was so proud
of my last article until some pro-
fessional journalist chose to give
me some advice. So below is the
writing lesson I learned along with
my
opinion
as to
what I
think is
happen-
ing with
o u r
s c h o o l
paper.

Fir
st, I was
told that
my last
article actually said nothing as I
kinda skirted around the main
point. A journalist is supposed to
focus on the point he wants the
reader to understand. What kind
of writer does a school paper
need? What is freedom to write all
about anyway, and how does it
relate with the freedom of speech?

A journalist writes about
something specific he wants to say
to the reader and that he wants the
reader to understand.

So, what was our school
paper saying with the sex column?
What was the point, and why was
something that does not apply to
campus activities printed on space
that could have been utilized for
more important information?. Sex
is not a bad subject, it is the people
who explore the subject in differ-
ent ways who give us food for
thought..

Sex between two people can
be beautiful. But, when they jump
into bed, it can also keep people
from seeing what they need to
know about each other in order to
help a relationship grow. So, what
was wrong in the way it was used
in our school paper? Is this whole
sex column creating much ado
about nothing?

A journalist should be proud
about the way he is getting the
point across to the reader. I think
I would rather have attention
brought to a well-written article
than smut So what is the point? A
reader would rather read an article
about sex than a well written ar-
ticle.

Freedom to write about
what one wants is similar to free-
dom of speech in we have to be
careful what we say, whether it is
being said in writing or speaking.
Our writers only wrote the same
as any other writer for a paper.
We were covering different sub-
jects in our paper so it would not
be boring, different articles that
would interest anyone who was
reading our paper.

One last point, we have lots
of really well-written articles by
our staff, and we very seldom get
any feedback from you readers.
Now we have everyone’s interest
over a little bit of smut. I feel the
proof is that our paper has really
grown in the past year. We have
learned a lot of useful information
along with a lot of experience. It
is all hard work as well as time
consuming

We deserve more credit for
our time spent writing, we did take
a trip to a Nashville, Tenn. jour-
nalism conference. We attended
several workshops, some about
this subject, sex, that interests ev-
eryone in different ways.

We appreciated our trip and
worked even harder at writing. I
think this whole thing actually
shows we are improving in both
our paper and our writing. One
never gets criticism when one is
doing nothing; in a way, we earned
our criticism.
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The People’s Pope
 John Paul II dies at 84;  Vatican names Benedict XVI as successor

In Memoriam
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and reports on health physics and related
health fields.

Graduates said this ceremony will be a high-
light of their time at CCC.

“I’m so happy to be graduating from Cra-
ven Community College,” said Crystal Adair, out-
going Student Council vice president. “This is
my third and final year here, and this year I will
be picking up two degrees; one in business ad-
ministration and another in operation manage-
ment, but the one thing I will truly miss here at
Craven [is] the students. I have built so many
relationships here on campus, but at the same
time, I’m really looking forward to the opportu-
nities that lie before me.”

Class of ‘05 grads
are walkin’ the walk

Continued from Page 1

By Matthew Joseph and Corey Friedman
Campus Communicator Staff

Pope John Paul II, the spiritual leader for an esti-
mated 1.1 billion people worldwide — and an
inspiration for millions more — died April 2 af-

ter a long and harrowing battle with numerous debili-
tating illnesses.

   The last word he spoke was “Amen.”
   The 84-year-old pontiff’s passing triggered

worldwide mourning, candlelight vigils and the low-
ering of United States flags to half-mast. Roman
Catholic parishes from Hungary to Havelock held
memorial Masses, providing the faithful with an op-
portunity to reflect on the pope’s life and service.

   After a Vatican-proscribed period of mourn-
ing, the College of Cardinals emerged from a con-
clave at the Sistene Chapel April 19 to announce that
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger would become the next
pontiff. Ratzinger chose the papal name Benedict XVI.

   CCC students said the death of John Paul II
— born Karol Joseph Wojtyla — and the selection of
his successor were significant historical events that
they were humbled and privileged to witness.

   “It feels good that I experienced a historical
event in my life that I can one day tell my kids [about],”
said Adam Gibson.

   The first non-Italian cardinal to become pope
in 455 years, John Paul II ascended to the papacy in
1978. He is widely hailed as a titan of Christendom
who embraced other faiths and apologized for the
Catholic Church’s alleged complicity in the Holocaust
and past antagonism toward Judaism.

   The deceased pope championed peace and
spoke out against the 1991 Gulf War with Iraq and
the U.S. incursion into Afghanistan following the 9/
11 terrorist attacks. He was outspoken in his opposi-
tion to the 2002 U.S.-led Iraqi invasion.

In May 1981, John Paul II was shot at close
range by a Turkish gunman. While recovering from
a six-hour surgery in the hospital, he said, “Pray for
the brother who shot me, whom I have sincerely for-
given.”

At times, the former pope came under fire for
his willingness to meet with global pariahs, such as
deceased Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat,
Cuban President Fidel Castro and former Iraqi Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein.

He practiced forgiveness and benevolence, and
he won the admiration of millions.

Born in Wadowice, Poland, John Paul became
a global leader for peace and a leading proponent of
interfaith fellowship and cooperation

   Benedict XVI, chief Vatican
theologist during John Paul’s papacy, is
widely seen as a stalwart conservative
who will stay the course and maintain
the church’s teachings on controversial
issues like ordaining women clergy and
allowing priests to marry, as well as long-

Photo courtesy of the Holy See Press Office/Vatican News Services

Pope John Paul II, the spiritual leader for more than a billion Roman
Catholics worldwide, died April 2 in his Vatican apartment.

time Catholic sanctions against the use
of birth control.

   “I think that the whole point was
to elect a transitional pope until they could
figure out what direction the Church
wanted to go in,” said CCC student Cindy
Zollars.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Columnist
bids campus
farewell
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Available
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Dawn
Whitmore

In entertainment, there are
many types of farewells. The cast
member is killed off because of
contract
conflicts
(in other
w o r d s ,
m o n e y
p r o b -
l e m s ) .
T h e
s h o w
( l i k e
Seinfield
a n d
s u c h )
decides
it is best to leave while at the top.
Yet, there are still other shows that
do not know when to call it quits
and end up being cancelled be-
cause of audience boredom.

Some may be wondering
why I am talking about farewells
and some of you just really could
care less...nonetheless, I am talk-
ing about farewells because this is
my farewell column.

I have been writing this col-
umn for the last few issues of the
Campus Communicator. I took
over after Ben Goldstein and tried
to fill the entertainment gap.
Whether I accomplished this or
not is clearly up to you.

My two years here at Cra-
ven has been a good run. As ev-
eryone knows, there have been
good times and bad. Unfortunately,
some of these times have been re-
ported on the front page of our
own paper and in other news me-
dia. In my time here, one thing I
can say is that I never wanted the
Campus Communicator to be the
entertainment for the campus. Our
mission is to report the news of
the campus, however, I digress.

I would like to thank all of
the teachers here at Craven who
have put up with me for the last
two years. I did not try to inten-
tionally drive you crazy with my
thousands of questions...really, it
was not my intention.

It has been because of the
support of the wonderful staff,
administration, faculty, and friends
that I have come to the point of
my impending graduation. The
friends who pushed me to study
harder, the teachers pushing me
to do my best even when I did not
know it was in me.

My final thought and prayer
would be that when I am long gone
from Craven, when people think
of Dawn Whitmore, she would be
remembered as being objective,
honest and most of all, someone
who loved Jesus.

Farewell, Craven....Hello
UNC-W.

National Treasure
Grade: B-
Ben Gates comes from a

family of treasure hunters. Now
his grandfather believes that the
foreathers buried a treasure
somewhere in the country and
have placed clues everywhere,
but unfortunately, the clues are
highly cryptic and scattered all
over the place. Now Ben thinks
he has found it but it only leads
him to another clue, which is on
the back of the Declaration of
Independence.

Initially, I was quite reluc-
tant to see this film because I am
not exactly what you would call
a Nick Cage fan. However, the
story does a fairly effective job
of drawing me, a somewhat less
enthusiastic viewer, into the
story. The whole charm of the
movie, in my opinion, revolves
around a classic treasure hunt
with a unique spin on it.

The concept of the story

Coming AttractionsComing AttractionsComing AttractionsComing AttractionsComing Attractions

By Mikel Peterson

line was OK, but the characters
were never properly introduced.
It seemed they tried to get a lot in
a short time frame, so jumping

from mini-adventure to adventure
was jerky at best.

This is a good action-packed
movie with some real information
about the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. It is a good movie for the
entire family. It has family values
and love —and to think — a movie
with pure action and no gory vio-
lence.

Dawson’s Creek:
Fifth Season
Grade: B+
Prime time soap opera

Dawson’s enters its fifth season,
where the relationship woes and
confusions concerning life and
love continue. The gang has gone
from adolescence to adulthood
and now it’s time for Dawson,
Joey, Pasey, Jen and Jack to make
their way in the world.

The season begins when
Dawson is forced to come home
from film school after the death
of his father; Joey is thrown into
a loop with her attraction towards
her English professor. Jack, aka
Dawson’s Creek’s token gay guy
joins a fraternity, Jen has a fling
with a sexy rocker and Pasey gets
a job as a chef and falls for Joey’s
roommate Audrey.

Dawson’s Creek was revo-
lutionary as it was a show that re-
ally cared about its characters, the
story lines and the audience. The

thing that puts this show above
most of the other teenage shows
is the strength of the acting, the
character depth, the realism of
the show and the way the show
is written.

It’s amazing how much I
can relate to the situations these
characters went through — the
love triangle, the confusion over
sex, the anxiety of standardized
tests, leaving home for college,
and now, returning home after a
year of being away. I can under-
stand how they feel, about the
fear of failure. I have never been
able to relate to a show like this
before.

In season five, most of the
characters moved away to dif-
ferent parts of the country. it
seems, and the closeness of the
characters we had come to love
simply vanished. The new char-
acters that were cast into the
show did not really add much to
the already established show.

‘National Treasure’ is a jewel on home video

Contributed photo

Local guitarists aim to do a little pickin’ and grinnin’
during a workshop at Stringfest 2005, held April 23
and 24 at CCC’s New Bern campus.

CommunicatorThe Campus

 The deadline for
summer issue editorial
submissions  is May 16.
E-mail your stories to
news@cravencc.edu

Photo by Jessica L. Simpson

Student Council secretary Mike DeStefano receives a
plate of Chinese cuisine by a member of the
International Club at the monthly international movie
night.

Stringfest sizzles Dinner and a movie

CAMPUS LIFE, THROUGH OUR LENS

‘Dawson’s Creek’ fifth season DVD reverberates with average viewer

Congratulations to the Graduating
Class of 2005. We wish you smooth

sailing and calm seas.

www.boonedocksmarina.com

MARINA & GUESTHOUSE
The Boonedocks is a sensble
and economical alternative
to Oriental proper and close
enough to carry an Oriental
address-only minutes away
by land or water.

5-6 foot depths
24-hour security
30-amp service
Showerhouse

AFT CABIN GUESTHOUSE

The Boonedocks is a great place to dock your
overflow relatives and friends too! Talk to us

about economical guesthouse accomodations in
the AFT Cabin.

249-DOCK
(3625)


